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When I come to the end of my journey 
and I travel my last weary mile, 

just forget, if you can, that I ever frowned 
and remember only the smile. 

Forget unkind words I have spoken; 
remember some good I have done. 

Forget that I’ve stumbled and blundered 
and sometimes fell by the way. 

Remember I have fought some hard battles 
and won, ere the close of the day. 

Then forget to grieve for my going; 
I would not have you sad for a day, 

but in summer just gather some flowers 
and remember the place where I lay, 
and come in the shade of the evening 

when the sun paints the sky in the west. 
Stand for a few moments beside me 

and remember only my best. 

When I’m Gone 
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     Linus Reilly, age 96, Florence, died peacefully in the Jenkins Living 
Center at Watertown early Wednesday morning, March 18, 2020. 
     Linus Eugene Reilly was born in rural Watertown on November 22, 
1923, to Thomas “Frank” and Anna Marie (Ronke) Reilly.  He was the 
oldest of four children and grew up on the family farm north of Flor-
ence.  He graduated as valedictorian from Florence High School and is 
credited, along with a teacher and classmate, with starting the library 
at the school.  Linus was an avid reader and card player with pinochle 
and smear being his specialties. 
     Linus married Marlys Foley on October 22, 1957 at Blessed Sacra-
ment Church in Florence, where both were lifetime members.  Linus 
and Marlys continued the farming tradition on the family homestead, 
raising their three children.  Linus loved the farm and was proud of his 
pioneer heritage.  He could be called on to explain the Miller-Ronke-
Reilly family tree and the history of homesteads in South Dakota.  Li-
nus experienced the evolution of farming, starting his career as a boy 
using mules and horses to plant and harvest the crops.  His first trac-
tor was an International B-Farmall.  Linus was a farm insurance sales-
man and a local postal mail carrier for many years.  Linus had an un-
canny sense for weather forecasting and enjoyed telling his experi-
ences of dodging multiple tornadoes throughout his lifetime.  Linus 
and Marlys loved to dance and could be found in their younger days 
at Sunnyside or the Casino doing the two-step or a polka. 
     Linus was very active in the community, farm organizations and his 
church.  He was a third degree Knight of Columbus.  He was proud of 
his military service and was stationed at the Ft. Riley Army Base. 
     He is survived by his children, Linda (Tim) Gergen of Valley, Nebras-
ka, Kathy (Kevin) Pommier and Dave (Beth Sumner) Reilly of Florence; 
granddaughters, Shannon (Gergen) Tolstedt and Michelle (Gergen) 
Lanoue, Hollie and Nicole Pommier (Brandon Reichling).  Great-
grandchildren, Brynn Reilly and Lucas Christian Tolstedt and Michael 
Eugene, Maren Catherine Reilly and Baby Lanoue.  He is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews, family and friends. 
     He was preceded in death by his wife Marlys (Foley), parents T.F. 
(Frank) and Anna (Ronke) Reilly, and his sisters Mary Phyllis Brusie, 
Shirley (Don) Ries and Frances (Leslie) Jenkins. 


