Donald “Don” D. Hafner, 101, passed away with family at his side on August 30,
2019 at North Colorado Medical Center in Greeley, CO.

A lifelong resident of Newell, he spent his last few years with his daughter, Connie
in Colorado. Don was a loving husband and devoted father. He married his life
companion, Ruth M. Powers, on June 20, 1941. They shared 61 years together.

Don had a wonderful sense of humor and a gentle spirit. He was an unassuming
man of integrity, strength, and many talents. It seemed there was nothing he could
not do or build.

After graduating from Newell High School in 1935, Don went to work at the
Homestake Mine in Lead, then opened a plumbing and appliance store in Newell.
Drafted in October, 1942, he served in the Army, first at the Climax Molybdenum
Mine in Leadville, CO, and then in Korea in the 143rd Field Artillery Battalion
during WWII.

After the war, Don returned to his Newell business. A man of diverse interests and
abilities, he bought a drilling rig in 1951 and, into the mid °60s, drilled water and gas
wells in South Dakota, North Dakota, and Wyoming. Don had completed a certified
course in diesel mechanics and once had a pilot’s license. He restored 2 antique
automobiles and was a member of the Horseless Carriage Club of America. As a
member of the Newell Boat and Ski Club, he was instrumental in building many
facilities at Newell Lake, all of which are now sadly gone. An avid fisherman, he
kept many area dams planted with bass.

Always a strong supporter of his community, Don served about 25 years in the
Newell Volunteer Fire Department and served many years on the City Council in
various capacities. He installed and maintained many of the town’s water mains.

Most will probably remember Don as being in the wool business. Throughout his
life, he worked at the Hafner Wool warehouse in Newell until it closed, later
becoming the manager of North Central Wool Corp. in Belle Fourche from which he
retired in 1985. He designed and built the first hydraulic wool baler in 1958, and
subsequently built a number of others, some of which were sold to mills and
warehouses across the country.

Don was preceded in death by his wife, Ruth and a daughter, Dorothy.

He is survived by daughters, Donna Hafner of Grand Junction, CO and Connie
(Dick) Williamson of Greeley, CO. Also surviving are granddaughter, Heidi (Scott)
Krise and great-grandchildren, Kimberlyn, Courtney, Braden, and Jenna of
Briggsdale, CO.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Newell Volunteer Fire Department,
P.O. Box 405, Newell, SD 57760.

Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com.

The family invites you to join them for fellowship and lunch in the church hall
Jollowing the committal service. We thank you for your presence and condolences.

Donald "Don" D. Hafner

March 21,1918 ~ August 30, 2019




['ve finished lifes chores assigned to me,
So put me on a boat headed out to sea.
Please send along my fishing pole
For I've been invited to the fishin’ hole.
Where every day is a day to fish,

To fill your heart with every wish.
Don t worry, or feel sad for me,

I'm fishin’ with the Master of the sea.
We will miss each other for a while,
But you will come and bring your smile.
That won 't be long you will see,

Till we’re together you and me.

To all of those that think of me,

Be happy as I go out to sea.

If others wonder why I'm missin’
Just tell ‘em ['ve gone fishin’.

In Memory Of
Donald "Don" D. Hafner

S

Date of Birth
March 21, 1018
Newell, South Dakota

Date of Death
August 30, 2019
Greeley, Colorado

Mass of Christian Burial
Monday, September 9, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.
St. Mary's Star of the Sea Catholic Church

Newell, South Dakota

Officiating
Father Timothy Castor

Musicians
Myron Volk and Dr. Barry Furze

Musical Selections
"Where We'll Never Grow Old"
"Wish You Were Here"

"I Will Rise"

"You Raise Me Up"

Pallbearers
Scott Krise Braden Krise Ed Hafner

Ken Eide Don Breidenbach Dale Williamson

Final Resting Place
Hope Cemetery
Newell, South Dakota



