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A MOTHER’S 

LOVE 

There’s no love like a mother’s, 
Her heart is filled with care. 
With Christ as her example, 

Her Savior’s love she’ll share. 
 

A mother’s love is endless,  
Not changing for all time. 

When needed by her children,  
A mother’s love will shine. 

 
God bless these special mothers, 

God bless them every one. 
For all their tears and Heartaches, 

And special work they’ve done. 
 

When days on earth are over, 
A mother’s love lives on, 

Through many generations, 
God’s blessings on each one. 

 
Be thankful for our mothers, 
Who love with higher love, 
From power God has given, 

And strength from up above. 



     Muriel Larson, age 96, of Clark, the widow of Bernell “Mike” Larson, died 

November 17, 2019, in the Avantara Clark Care Center. 

     Muriel Lillian Smith was born February 26, 1923, in Darlington Township in 

Clark County. She was the daughter of Harold E. and Ellen (Thoreson) Smith. 

     Muriel attended rural school in Merton Township and graduated from Clark 

High School in 1941. Following graduation she attended Northern State Teach-

er’s College in Aberdeen for one year and received her teaching certificate in 

1942.  She taught for 4 years prior to getting married in 1946.  She taught in the 

following rural schools in Clark County: 2 years at Garfield Township; 1 year at 

Mt. Pleasant Township, and 1 year at Merton Township. 

     On September 15, 1946, a double wedding ceremony took place uniting Mike 

and Muriel Larson along with her brother, Allen and Roberta Smith, at United 

Methodist Church in Watertown.  Bernell “Mike” and Muriel Smith lived on a 

farm in Merton Township when first married. After a short time, they moved to a 

farm in Elrod Township for 7 years. In the mid 50’s they moved to a farm in Eden 

Township; they rented for many years prior to purchasing the farm. 

     On May 12, 1984, a tornado destroyed their home and farm buildings. Not 

giving it a second thought, Mike and Muriel rebuilt their farm with a new home, 

machine shed and wood working shop.  They lived on that same farm for another 

25 years prior to moving to Pebble Beach in Clark in the fall of 2009. Mike and 

Muriel shared 63 years of marriage.  After Mike’s death at the end of January in 

2010, Muriel moved into the Fay Wookey Memorial Assisted Living in the inde-

pendent apartments. She lived at Wookey’s until she suffered a stroke on June 11, 

2019.  On June 20, 2019, she was admitted into the Clark Care Center (Avantara 

Care Center) until the time of her death on November 17, 2019. 

     Muriel loved her family and helping on the farm.  She enjoyed gardening---not 

a weed to be found!! Muriel also enjoyed sewing and embroidering.  All the 

grandkids received a set of dish towels that she embroidered.  She also made 

quilts for the grandkids – the girls received polyester quilts & the boys got blue 

jean ones. She also made embroidered baby quilts.  Muriel was a hard worker. 

She raised chickens for many, many years.  It was the egg and cream check that 

kept the grocery bills paid from week to week. 

     Since she was so devoted to her family, she really didn’t volunteer for too 

many things outside of the home; but she did belong to the “Friendly Neighbor” 

club for many years. Her family always came first!  After Mike passed away she 

enjoyed helping make quilts at the church and attended bible studies at St. Paul. 

     Preceding her in death were her parents, husband, a son, Donald, and siblings 

Marvin (Nona), Wilmer (Frances), Allen (Roberta), and Robert. A brother-in-law, 

Glenn Hawkyard also preceded in death. 

     Survivors include sons, Laird (Kathy) Larson of Clark, Marlan Larson of Stur-

gis, Sheri (Leonard) Alberts of Britton, and Lori (Tim) Page of Brookings. Also 

surviving are 15 Grandchildren, 29 great-grandchildren, 3 great-great grandchil-

dren, a sister, Mavis Hawkyard of Clark and a daughter-in-law, Donna Larson of 

Milbank. 

Celebrating the Life of 

Muriel Larson 

 
 

Services from 
St Paul Lutheran Church 

Clark, South Dakota 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 

10:30 AM 
 

Officiant 
Reverend Mindy Ehrke 

 
 

Music 
Duane & Char Peterson — “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  
April Flemming & Nicholas Alberts — “I Can Only Imagine”  

Dorothy Fuller — Organist 
“Here I Am, Lord” 
“On Eagle’s Wings” 

 

Casketbearers 
Muriel’s Grandsons 

 

Honorary Bearers 
Muriel’s Granddaughters 

Fay Wookey Memorial Assisted Living Staff 
“Friendly Neighbor” Club 

 

Interment 
Rose Hill Cemetery 

Clark,  South Dakota 

 
 

Following the interment, please join the family for a lunch 
& a time of fellowship in the Fellowship Area. 

 

The family of Muriel Larson thanks you for your presence here today,  
for your thoughts, prayers, and other acts of kindness shown to them.  


