In Loving Memory Of

William D. Maher

Born Died
January 27, 1931 May 15, 2023
Pierre, South Dakota Spearfish, South Dakota

Rosary
Thursday, June 8, 2023, at 9:30 a.m.
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

Mass of Christian Burial
Thursday, June 8, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
Lead, South Dakota

Celebrant

Father Leo Hausmann

Musicians
Dr. Barry Furze Myron Volk

Musical Selections
“Here I Am, Lord” “I Heard the Voice of Jesus”
“Gift of Finest Wheat” “Let There Be Peace On Earth”

Honorary Pallbearers
Charles Thompson Frank Bartlett
Allen Cook James Maher

Military Honors
u.s. Army Military Honors
Sturgis Veteran’s Honor Guard

Final Resting Place
Black Hills National Cemetery
Sturgis, South Dakota

William D. Maher
January 27, 1931 ~ May 15, 2023



William D. Maher

William D. “Bill” Maher, youngest son of John
M B. and Rose E. (O'Connor) Maher was born
January 27, 1931, in Pierre, South Dakota, and
died May 15, 2023, at his Spearfish home
surrounded by his loving family.

Bill married Rosemary Ann Bruner of Geddes,
S.D., at St. Peter and Paul's Catholic Church in
| Pierre on June 22, 1963. To this union seven
children were born. Twin daughters, Michelle and
| Patricia, sons, Michael (Jeanne) and Patrick John
(Lisa); daughters, Mary Cook (Allen), Teresa
Bartlett (Frank), and Colleen Thompson (Charles).
Also blessed to share his life are grandchildren,
Heather McQueen, Mia Semmler, Samantha Nordbye (Shawn), Andrea
and Joel Thompson, Nicole, Max, Christina, and Jennifer Bartlett,
Kathleen Cook, and Peyton Higgs, as well as
great-grandchildren, Zachary Hagemann, and [~%
Victoria Nordbye.

Bill graduated from Pierre High School in
1949, where he lent a helping hand at Tyler's
Dairy prior to his enlistment in the U.S. Army
which included a ten-month tour in Korea and
teaching at the Infantry school in Ft. Benning,
GA. Upon his honorable discharge, Bill
attended S.D.S.U., Brookings. Returning to
Pierre, ever helpful and work oriented, his

diligence was noticed by the South Dakota
Department of Veterans affairs in Pierre
where he was hired as a veteran’s service officer, a position he held for 33
years, striving to improve the lives of fellow veterans. In 1978, this
employment moved his family to Sturgis where they lived for nearly 25
years. In the midst of these differing employment opportunities, an
entrepreneurial spirit led the couple in and out of insurance adjusting,
concession businesses and eventual restaurant ownership.

His industriousness and high expectations could be seen in all areas of
life, including his passion for the game of softball. This love of softball led
] him to join his local softball association which
grew to greater involvement at a state and
national level. In 1972, Bill was appointed
SD Amateur Softball Association State
Commissioner, a position he held for forty-
two years. Upon his retirement from SDASA
in 2013, he was named Commissioner
Emeritus. In honor of the tireless work that
the couple undertook, Bill and Rosemary

. | were inducted into the S.D. Softball Hall of
_ | Fame in 2022. They were proud to be part of

this organization and were gifted with many
friendships that lasted a lifetime. The couple
relocated to Spearfish in 2002 and in their spare
time they actively enjoyed the beauty of the Black
Hills, especially Terry Peak, and traveled to a
variety of destinations including Mediterranean
countries and the British Isles.

Bill was a lifelong member of the VFW and the
American Legion. Noble in purpose and ever
mindful of his civic and patriotic duty, Bill served on
the West River Draft Board
= for a twenty-year period. He
was also a member of the Knights of Columbus and
the Honorable Order of Blue Goose.

To all who knew him, Bill was a great
conversationalist. He could and did develop a
rapport with almost everyone he came in contact, g™
even if not seeing eye to eye. Being very social, he gV
taught his children and grandchildren the virtue of
patience as we waited for these conversations to
conclude. Although Bill would never have described
himself this way, those who knew and loved him best
recount him as being caring, a fierce friend,
headstrong (stubborn), honorable, loyal, selfless, and
knowingly grateful and blessed. He was thoughtful and often found little
things to make sure you knew he cared. He gave good advice to those who
were wise enough to listen. Through it all, his great sense of humor made
us laugh and find joy in all different aspects of life. We will remember the
best times, the laughter, the song of a good life.

Bill was preceded in death by his wife of nearly sixty years, Rosemary,
his parents, sisters, Bernice, Mildred, and
§| Patty, brothers, John, Jr., and Robert, and
twin daughters, Patricia A., and Michelle M.
7 at birth.

‘ Deepest appreciation to the wonderful
caregivers of the Northern Hills "Hospice.
Your kindness and compassion will never be
forgotten. Thank you to the St. Patrick Altar
- -] Society and Fr. Leo Hausmann.

| Condolences may be sent to the family at

www.kinkadefunerals.com.

The family would like you to joih them for fellowship and lunch
Sfollowing the service at the church hall.
Thank you for your presence and condolences.



