
 

 Dale Roger Hansen 

 
     Dale was born June 24, 1946, to Edmund and Irene (Gilson) 

Hansen in Sioux Falls, SD.  He was raised in Sioux Falls and 

graduated from Washington High School in 1964.  He then 

attended the University of South Dakota, graduating with a BS 

in Business Administration in 1968 and graduating from USD 

School of Law in 1971.  He married Lee Flynn on December 

23, 1967.  

     Dale’s law career began when he arrived in Sturgis in 1971.  

He quickly became a cornerstone in the Sturgis community, 

contributing in many ways over the years.  It was important to 

him to donate to the community whatever skills and abilities he had that would make a difference.   

     Dale’s professional associations and contributions to the Sturgis Community and surrounding 

areas are numerous.  He was Sturgis City Attorney from 1979-1989.  He served on the Board of 

Directors for the Sturgis Community Hospital Association / North Central Health Services / 

Lutheran Health Systems, cumulatively from 1975 – 1999.  

     He was very active in industrial development and business creation in Sturgis and was one of the 

incorporators of Sturgis Economic Development Corporation in 1973, serving as Co-chairman of 

that organization for 17 years.  In 1999, he received the Sturgis Key City Award for his work with 

the Corporation.  In 1984, he helped organize Heritage Acres, Inc., a non-profit corporation which 

provides low income housing for the elderly and disabled.  In 2004, he was awarded Black Hills 

Volunteer of the Year from Black Hills Community Economic Development.  In 2005, he was 

honored for Excellence in Economic Development from the South Dakota’s Governor’s Office.   

     His most recent recognition was from South Dakota Community Foundation, naming him as a 

member of the South Dakota Community Foundation Key Club, recognizing his efforts to support 

the Foundation in their vision to help citizens and organizations in their local communities 

throughout the state.    

     Dale’s passion for hunting and fishing were also well known in the community.  He spent many 

hours fishing on local lakes and dams, and his favorite saying once the boat was launched in the 

water was “Let’s get organized!”  He shared his love of hunting with many local youth over the 

years, including providing support to the South Dakota Youth Hunting Association.  

     Dale Roger Hansen, 72, Sturgis, passed away Sunday, December 2, 2018, at the Lippold Hospice 

Suite at Sturgis Regional Hospital after a short illness.   

     Dale is survived by Lee, his wife of 50 years; daughter, Kelley Walz (Troy) of Corning, NY; son, 

Ryan Hansen of Dillon, CO; granddaughters, Kaitlyn and Brooklyn Walz; sisters, Jeanette Smock of 

Salem, OR, Elaine Schroeder (Leo) of Waseca, MN, and Linda Schiller (Tom) of Andover, KS; and 

several nieces, nephews and cousins.  He was preceded in death by his parents. 

     The family would like to extend their thanks to the staff at Sturgis Regional Hospital / Lippold 

Hospice Suite for all of their compassion and care throughout Dale’s illness and his final days.  We 

would also like to thank the Sturgis Community for all their support and care for his wife, Lee, while 

Dale was in the hospital.  The rides, phone calls, kind words and overall assistance have meant so 

much and made a difficult time a little easier to navigate.  

     In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to South Dakota Youth Hunting Association or South 

Dakota Community Foundation.   

     Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com. 

 

 

 

 

The family would like to invite you to join them for fellowship and refreshments, cookies 

and bars in the Son Shine room following the service. We thank you for your presence and 

condolences.
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A Family Man 
 

If someone were to ask me why I’m so proud of you, 

I have so many reasons, but here are just a few. 

Your caring manner with the kids, 

your sacrificing way, 

Your knowing life’s priorities 

In living day to day. 

Your goal to give to each of us, 

the things we most desire. 

Your ability to be that family man 

is what I most admire. 

And though I rarely say 

how much these mean to me 

I tell you now with all my heart, 

You’re everything to me! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of  
 

Dale Roger Hansen 
 

Born 

 June 24, 1946 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
 

Died 

December 2, 2018 

Sturgis, South Dakota 
 

Memorial Service 

Friday, December 7, 2018, at 2:00 p.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Sturgis, South Dakota 
 

Officiant 

Pastor Kris Garlick 
 

Musical Selections 

“Today”      “Rhymes and Reasons” 

“On Eagle’s Wings” 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 

Friends and neighbors, and those individuals  

whose lives have been touched by Dale 
 

Inurnment 

Private Family 


