
 

Irene Lois Starr 

 

     Irene was born February 12, 1923, in Curtis, OK, to 

Ralph and Eva (Weiszbrod) Fields.  She was one of ten 

children of which two passed away in infancy.  Irene 

attended Curtis Public School and graduated from high 

school in Moreland, OK, in 1940. 

     Irene married Leon Starr in Woodward, OK, on April 17, 

1941.  In November of 1946, they moved to a ranch south of 

Lantry, SD.  They had no phone or electricity but Irene said 

they had running water, (run to the bottom of the hill to get it 

and then run back up the hill, packing it!) 

     In November of 1961, Leon and Irene moved to the 

Hertel Place, two and one half miles southwest of Dupree. 

     Irene was a member of the Young Homemakers 

Extension Club at Lantry and the Merifu Extension Club in Dupree.  Irene and Leon 

were assistant 4-H leaders and supporters of the Rock and Ride Saddle Club.  Irene 

was a member and officer of the Rebekah Lodge in Dupree.  She attended the United 

Church of Christ while in Dupree and taught UCC release time classes for many 

years.  Irene was one of five incorporating members of the Dupree Senior Center.  Her 

favorite past-times were quilting with the UCC Women's Fellowship and crocheting 

for family.  Irene was an excellent card player and enjoyed many games with family 

and friends. 

     On June 10, 1995, Irene moved into Dupree and in June of 2012, she moved to 

Heritage Acres in Sturgis where she loved dining with friends and playing the card 

game, Golf. 

     Irene Lois Starr, 89, Sturgis and formerly of Dupree, died Wednesday, October 17, 

2012, at the Lippold Hospice Suite of the Sturgis Regional Hospital. 

     Survivors include three sons and their wives, Vernon (Sue) Dupree, SD, A.J. 

(Glenda) Dupree, SD, and Lester (Debbie) Sturgis, SD; eleven grandchildren; twenty-

one great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; three brothers, Bill Fields, 

Sturgis, Bob Fields, Pouce Coupe, British Columbia, and Ron Fields, Washington, 

AR; and one sister, Verla Barker, Lincoln, AR. 

     Irene was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Leon in 1990; daughter, 

Leota in 1970; son-in-law, Bruce Birkeland; brother, Leon "Bud" Fields; sisters, Doris 

(Fields) Starr and Betty (Fields) Richardson; one 

infant brother; and one infant sister. 

     Irene's family is grateful for the care of the 

seventh floor nursing staff at Rapid City Regional 

Hospital and Hospice of the Northern Hills in 

Sturgis. 

     Memorials have been established to the United 

Church of Christ in Dupree and Hospice of the 

Northern Hills. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at 

www.kinkadefunerals.com. 
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I NEEDED THE QUIET 
 

I needed the quiet so he drew me aside 
Into the shadows where we could confide; 
Away, from the bustle where all day long 

I hurried and worried when active and strong. 
I needed the quiet, though at first I rebelled 
But gently, so gently, my cross He upheld; 
And whispered so sweetly of spiritual things 

Though weakened in body, my spirit took wings. 
To heights never dreamed of when active and gay, 

He loved me so greatly he drew me away. 
I needed the quiet.  No prison my bed 
But beautiful valley of blessings instead, 
A place to grow richer, in Jesus to hide, 
I needed the quiet, so he drew me aside. 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of 
 

Irene Lois StarrIrene Lois StarrIrene Lois StarrIrene Lois Starr    
 

Born 

February 12, 1923 

Curtis, Oklahoma 
 

Died 

October 17, 2012 

Sturgis, South Dakota 
 

Funeral Service 

Friday, October 26, 2012, at 10:30 a.m. 

United Church of Christ 

Dupree, South Dakota 
 

Officiating 

Pastor Pauline Webb 
 

Special Music 

Jack Rathert  ~  Sue Starr 
 

Soloist 

Arlie Hulm 
 

Musical Selections 

"On The Wings Of A Dove" 

"Amazing Grace" 
 

Pallbearers 

Brian Starr  ~  Jayde Starr  ~  Duke Starr 

Jess Starr  ~  Dean Birkeland  ~  Kourt Starr 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 

All Family and Friends 
 

Interment 

Dupree Cemetery 

 
The family invites everyone to a time of fellowship and lunch 

at Pioneer Hall following the interment service. 

We thank you for your presence and condolences. 


