
In Loving Memory

Violet Potter
1948 - 2018

“And God himself will be with them. And he will wipe out every tear 
from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor 
outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”

Rev. 21:3,4

Violet Janeen Potter was born on July 15, 1948 in Deadwood, SD 
to Francis and Alice (Stainbrook) Potter. She was joined by siblings 
LaVonne, Arlo and Colleen. The family lived for 2 years in Custer 
and then for many years on Crook City Road between Spearfish and 
Whitewood. Violet attended school in Custer and then her remaining 
years in Spearfish, graduating from Spearfish High School in 1966.

As a youngster Violet enjoyed life on the family ranch with pine cov-
ered hills to the back and wide pasture grounds to the front of the 
family home. She loved birds and fish and a variety of family pets. 
Exotic fish in large aquariums were main stays of the home. After 
graduation Violet worked at a greenhouse and loved working with 
plants. She also was an excellent quilter and made many quilts for 
family and friends through the years. Violet also attended and grad-
uated from Black Hills Beauty College. She worked in that field for a 
time and always enjoyed arranging hair for herself and others. Not to 
be forgotten was her love of music. She played several musical instru-
ments, most prominently the accordion and piano. In the days before 
recorded music she played with the circuit orchestra for assemblies.

Violet was raised by her parents as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and was 
baptized on June 1, 1957. After high school graduation she began pi-
oneering with the Deadwood Congregation. Although her career as a 
pioneer was cut short by health issues she lived up to her dedication to 
Jehovah and was happy to share the good news of the Kingdom with 
many people through the years. She was associated with the Sturgis 
Congregation, then the Rapid City Skyline Congregation for many 
years, and with the Yankton Congregation during the later years. 
Meeting attendance and participating in the ministry were always 
priorities in her life.

She is survived by her sister LaVonne and husband Mark LaLonde of 
Spearfish, brother Arlo Potter and wife Patricia of Whitewood and sis-
ter Colleen and husband Bruce Bennett of Sturgis. Also nephews and 
nieces including Brad LaLonde of Spearfish, Tonya Owen of Denver, 
Jared LaLonde of Minneapolis, Mistie Goddard of Piedmont. Cam-
eron Potter of Whitewood, Quentin Potter of Spearfish. Natasha Alt 
of Rapid City, Tara Creager of Rapid City, Levi Bennett of Rapid 
City, Beau Bennett of Colorado.



The best thing in life I agree,
is the truth that sets you Free

When we count our many blessings
it isn’t hard to see - that life’s
most valued treasures are the
Treasures of Truth that are free

For it isn’t what we own or buy
that signifies our wealth.

It’s the special gifts that have no
price, the love of our family,
our friends, and health

But most of all it’s our Heavenly
Father’s “Love” that gave us these
gifts - you see - so we can
treasure this truth that sets us “Free”

- Hertha Bown


