
Kathryn “Kathy” Daane 

March 18, 1935  ~  April 25, 2023 

A  Celebration Of  Life 

The family invites you to join them for fellowship and refreshments 

 in the church hall following the service.  

Thank you for your presence and condolences. 

     Kathryn (Kathy) Daane, R.N., MSN, died Tuesday, April 25, 2023, in Rapid 

City, SD.   

     Kathryn donated her body to the University of SD School of Medicine. 

Interment will eventually follow at the Black Hills National Cemetery. 

     Kathy was born March 18, 1935, in Faith, South Dakota, to Vernon and 

Evelyn (Armour) Donnenwirth, who operated the Gamble’s store in Faith for 

many years.  She attended K-12 in Faith, graduating as valedictorian of the Class 

of 1953, followed by St. John McNamara School of Nursing in Rapid City, 

graduating in 1956. She completed her Bachelor of Science in nursing at South 

Dakota State University in 1961, and her Master of Science in nursing from 

Texas Women’s University in 1981. 

     Kathy worked in nursing for the Department of Veteran’s Affairs her entire 

career, beginning as a staff nurse at Fort Meade in 1957, working her way 

through various positions to the Chief Nurse position there from 1984-86.  After 

her children were raised, she transferred to Harry S. Truman Hospital in 

Columbia, MO, where she was selected to be the first nurse in the VA system to 

serve as an Associate Hospital Director, from 1986-91.  She culminated her 

career as the senior nurse executive at one of the VA’s largest facilities, Edward 

Hines Hospital in Chicago, from 1991-1995, when she retired, and returned to 

the family home in Sturgis.  During her years in Columbia and Chicago, Kathy 

also served 8 years (1987-95) on the VA’s Midwestern Region Planning Board 

and the Regional Nurse Advisory Committee.  Upon her retirement in 1995, the 

U. S. Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs presented her with the VA’s Distinguished 

Career Award.  

     Kathy wed Robert (Bob) Daane on August 17, 1957, at St. Francis of Assisi 

Catholic Church in Sturgis, and their family enjoyed their nearly 57-year 

marriage until Bob died on May 11, 2016.  After their retirements, Kathy and 

Bob enjoyed their cabin in Vanocker Canyon, winters in Mesa, AZ, and their 

many “family things”. 

     Kathy is survived by her children, Dr. Janelle (Jeff) Rogers of Nashville, and 

their daughter May; son, James (Tami) Daane of Sioux City, and their children, 

Dr. Nicholas (Gabriella) Daane, Jillian (Michael) Hixson, and Brooke Daane; 

and son, Jeffrey (Lori) Daane of Rapid City, and their children Sydney (Lane) 

Schroeder and Benjamin (Laura) Daane, and 5 great-grandchildren, Eleanor, 

James and George Hixson, and Theodore and Kaia Daane.  

     She was preceded in death by her husband, her parents; her two brothers, 

Richard and Wayne; and a grandson, Christopher Daane. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com. 



 

In Loving Memory Of 

Kathryn “Kathy” Daane 

Born    
March 18, 1935 

Faith, South Dakota 

 

Died 
April 25, 2023 

Rapid City, South Dakota 

 

Funeral Service 
Friday, April 28, 2023, 3:00 p.m. 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
Sturgis, South Dakota 

 

Officiant 
Father Timothy Castor 

 

Musicians 
Dr. Barry Furze     Myron Volk 

 

Musical Selections 
“How Great Thou Art”     “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

“You are Mine”     “Ave Maria”      
“Come to Her Aid”     “Amazing Grace” 

 

Pallbearers 

Dr. Nicholas Daane     Benjamin Daane 
Lane Schroeder     Keith Bohm 

Aaron Jordan 
 

Honorary Pallbearer 

Ruth Mechling 

 

Final Resting Place 
Black Hills National Cemetery 

At a Later Date 

WEEP NOT 

Weep not for me, when I am gone, I’ve lived my 

life, I’ve sung my song. Known tears and laughter, 

sun and rain, a life that brought more joy than pain. 

I’ve been content with love so deep, that 

peacefully, I’ll ever sleep. A love we shared with joy 

untold, and kept me young, though I grew old. I’ve 

held my babies in my arms, and felt the thrill of 

their sweet charms. Had many friends and family 

too, that smoothed the way as I passed through. 

Weep not for me, when life is done, for I have 

been the richest one. I will go home, content to see 

the One who gave it all to me. 

                                                                                     Melva Buttice 


