George E. Keller was born March 9, 1931, at Rosebud, SD, to Frank and Olive (Flood) Keller. He
grew up in St. Francis and graduated from St. Francis Mission in 1949. He enlisted in the U.S.
Navy during the Korean Conflict. Following his honorable discharge in 1955, he enrolled in college
at Chadron State Teacher College.

During these years, he met and married his first wife, Mina Marie Connot. This union brought
seven children into the world. Mina passed away in 1970 due to complications of child birth. This
left George alone to raise seven children by himself (Nancy, Tom, Linda, Richard, Ron, Sandy, and
Anita). George ended up being a single father to all seven children, ranging from the age of 14 years
to the youngest, a new born.

During his college years, he was a painter and did general construction work. He also worked for
the law enforcement in Chadron during the latter part of his college career. After graduating from
Chadron Teacher College, he landed a teaching job in Ewing, NE. He taught Science and U.S.
Government and became the High School Principal.

He next took a position at Flandreau Indian School as a teacher then in a supervisory roll at the
dormitory. A position came open in Rosebud and he moved back to the Rosebud Reservation in
1968, where he became the head of the BIA dormitories. Following this position, he served as the
CAP (Community Action) Director. He then became the first High School Principal for Lower
Brule. During the time he lived in Lower Brule, he also taught college extension courses for the
University of South Dakota.

George met Marcheta Ann Cook, and they were married in 1973. They had four sons together
(Gene, Jeff, Marc, and Tim). They moved back to the Rosebud Reservation and George took a
position as the BIA Superintendent for the Rosebud Agency. He became a career BIA employee
and transferred to San Carlos, then to Truxton Canyon Agency, and finished his BIA career in Salt
River Agency with 32 years of Federal Government service time. After retirement, he continued to
work in the field of housing, resource development, and education. He served the Native American
people as a grant writer for the Resource Development Office on the Rosebud Reservation. One of
his proudest achievements was securing a veteran’s cemetery on the Rosebud Reservation.

George possessed a Master’s Degree from SDSU and had also taken courses at Haskell and the
University of Nebraska. George received his Honorary Doctorate at Sinte Gleska University in
May, 2008. He was a very devoted father, husband, and provider for all eleven children and his two
wives. He faithfully practiced and relied on his Catholic religion.

George was an enrolled member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. He was involved in many
volunteer projects ranging from coaching, refereeing, serving as a Cub Scout leader, and working in
the communities building playgrounds and places for children to play. He was grandpa,
great-grandpa, cousin, and uncle to many on the Rosebud Reservation. He never put himself above
anyone and always conducted himself in a respectful, professional manner. He lived a very
productive life and represented the true meaning of Ikceka Wicasa (common Lakota Man).

George, 89, Kingman, AZ, and formerly of Rosebud, SD, died Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at
Monument Health Rapid City Hospital.

Survivors include his wife, Marcheta Keller, Kingman, AZ; his children, Nancy (Walt) Keller
Hernandez, Mission, SD, Linda (Mike) McGrath, Rapid City, SD, Richard (Kathy) Keller,
Mission, SD, Ron Keller, Mission, SD, Sandy (Dan) Steele, Rapid City, SD, Anita (Richard)
Mergy, LeGrand, CA, Gene (Lauren) Keller, Kingman, AZ, Jeffrey (Shelley) Keller, Bakersfield,
CA, Marc (Jennifer) Keller, Prescott Valley, AZ, and Tim (Shaye) Keller, Goodyear, AZ; many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and sister, Belva Anderson, Hastings, NE.

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Mina Marie Keller; his son, Thomas Edward Keller;
and his parents, Frank and Olive Keller.

Condolences can be sent to www.kinkadefunerals.com

We thank you for your presence and condolences.

George Edward Keller

March 9, 1931 ~ April 22, 2020
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Remember Wie

Remember me with smiles not tears,
or all the JOP through all the years.
Recall the closeness that was ours,

& (ove as "sweet” as fragrant flowers.

Don't dwell on thougfits that cause you pain,
YOe'll see each otfier once again.

d am at peace...try to Gefieve,
Jt was my time..3 had to (eave.

s Q’
= .. But "what a view” 3 fiave from fiere,
& see your face, & feel you near,

3 follow you througfout the day,
Y)ou're not alone along the way.

d when (fod calls you... you will e,
Right 6y my side...right fiere with me.
Qi then, 3 wait 6y (eaven's door,

ovi YOe!( 6e united... evermore!

In Memory Of
George Edward Keller

Date of Birth

March 9, 1931
Rosebud, South Dakota

Date of Death
April 22, 2020
Rapid City, South Dakota

Funeral Service
Monday, April 27, 2020, at 12:00 p.m.
Kinkade Funeral Chapel
Sturgis, South Dakota

Clergy
Father Ed Witt

Musician
Walt Hernandez

Pallbearers
Jacob Steele ~ Kyle Keller ~ Bailey Keller
Tom Keller ~ Wiley Keller ~ Zach Steele

Military Honors
U.S. Navy, and Legion Riders

Rapid City, South Dakota

Final Resting Place

Black Hills National Cemetery
Sturgis, South Dakota



