Henry Walter Lawatsch

On November 19, 2018, Retired MSGT Henry Lawatsch
received his final assignment to his eternal home in Heaven.
Hank loved God his Country, his family, and good old
country music! He worked hard and played hard. That was
his character.

Hank was born July 2, 1942, to Henry and Agnes
Lawatsch in Kingston, NY. He was raised in Flushing, NY,
with his brother, Peter, and loved working on motors of
every kind! As a young boy, he loved to take motors apart
and put them back together---and add them to cars with
wheels he’d made! His first job was of course as a mechanic
in a garage.

Immediately following his 18" birthday in 1960,
Hank joined the USAF with dreams of traveling the
world and working on jet engines. The Air Force
instead assigned and trained him to work on radar
equipment, sending him to various remote
locations. He loved the travel and responsibility
and made a career of proudly serving our Country
as a Radar Technician. His most important task
was controlling the Radar sites during the Vietnam
War. He retired in August 1980, moved to
Montana, and married Cathy in September 1982.

Hank was blessed with a beautiful family; his wife, Cathy, and daughters; Kathy Grosso,
Cynthia, Lissa, and Amanda Garrett (Patrick); four granddaughters, Cassandra, McKenzie,
Jaden, and Imani; and grandson, Jay. He loved Hank Williams, Jr., George Jones, Uncle Willi,
Jack Daniels, spending time with his family, and slow dancing with Cathy.

Upon retiring from the AF, Hank transferred his knowledge of Radar to Radio with the US
Army Corp of Engineers in Fort Peck, MT, and then to Microwave Technician with the US
Bureau of Reclamation in Loveland, CO, where his family would spend the next 20 years!

Hank was passionate about the great outdoors; loved hunting, camping, and fishing with his
family, his Labrador retrievers, and riding his Harley! Upon retiring from the Bureau, he
followed his dream to become a Harley mechanic and graduated from MMI in Phoenix, AZ, in
1998. He worked on Harleys for a few years in Colorado before
retiring to Sturgis, SD, where he enjoyed working at the Sturgis
Motorcycle Museum for 10 more years. Hank loved the Rally
and especially the brotherhood amongst Riders. He could tell
you the entire history of the rally without blinking an eye!

He is survived by his wife; his four daughters; his five
grandchildren; one brother, Peter (Shirley) Lawatsch; a niece,
Debby Rae; and a cousin, Margaret (Don) Alfonso.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

Hank will always be remembered for his deep love and
commitment to God, our Nation, and his family, his great sense
of sincerity, and love of life.

A memorial has been established to DAV.

the family would like to invite you to join them for fellowship and
lunch at the Vets club following committal.

In Loving Memory Of

Henry Walter Lawatsch

1942 ~ 2018



Safely Home

| am home in Heaven, dear
ones;

Oh, so happy and so bright!
There is perfect joy and
beauty
In this everlasting light.

All the pain and grief is over,
Every restless tossing passed;
| am now at peace forever,
Safely home in Heaven at
last.

Did you wonder why | so calmly
Trod the valley of the shade?
Oh! But Jesus’ love illumined
Every dark and fearful glade.

And He came himself to meet me
In that way so hard to tread,
And with Jesus’ arm to lean on,
Could I have one doubt or dread?

Then you must not grieve so
sorely;

For I love you dearly still;
Try to look beyond earth’s
shadows,

Pray to trust our Father’s Will.

There is work still waiting for
you,
So you must not idly stand;
Do it now, while life remaineth -
You shall rest in Jesus’ land.

When that work is all completed,
He will gently call you home;
Oh, the rapture of that meeting,
Oh, the joy to see you come!

In Loving Memory Of

Henry Walter Lawatsch

Born
July 2, 1942
Kingston, New York

Died
November 19, 2018
Fort Meade, South Dakota

Mass of Christian Burial
Friday, November 23, 2018, at 10:00 a.m.
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
Sturgis, South Dakota

Celebrant
Father Brian Christensen

Lectors
Kay Loos Bernie Boland

Accompanist
Wayne Richards

Cantor
Teresa Gonzalez

Musical Selections
“How Great Thou Art” “On Eagle’s Wings” “Blest Are They”
“When We Eat This Bread” “I Can Only Imagine” “Be Not Afraid”

Pallbearers
Scott Kaubish ~ Jordan Kaubish ~ Kris Kaubish
Casey Kaubish ~ Scott Kaubish 11

Military Honors
Ellsworth AFB Honor Guard

Interment
Black Hills National Cemetery
Sturgis, South Dakota



