
The family invites you yo join them for fellowship and a meal  
at the church, following the burial.  

Thank you for your presence and condolences. 

Eugene Oscar Kinney 

April 14, 1935  ~  May 4, 2025 

Eugene Oscar Kinney  
  
    Eugene Oscar Kinney, 90, passed away May 4, 2025 at 

Monument Healthcare Hospice Suite, Sturgis, SD. 

     He was born April 14, 1935 in Terraville, SD to John 

and Pearl (Dow) Kinney. Gene joined three sisters; 

Berniece, Irene, and Betty, and three brothers; Bub 

(Donald), Harold, and Babe (John Jr.). Another sister, 

Helen, and brother, Joe, were to follow. They all lived in 

a small three-bedroom house. 

     At a young age he started working in the timber 

alongside two of his sisters and Dad. The older brothers had gone off to World 

War II. The story always was he went to his first day of High School, left by the 

back door and never went back. He had to work and help support the family. 

     Gene loved playing basketball, even from a young age. He was on the 

Terraville team and played many a game. They always won. 

     Then Gene met his true love, Karen Lee. They were married on August 21, 

1956. Three children blessed this union; Wendy (Chuck), Rod, and Kathy 

(Kevin). 

     He worked for Bald Mountain Mining until it closed and then went to work 

for Homestake Mining. In 1965 he packed his family up and moved from the 

hills of Terraville for the plains of Stoneville, where he had more of the grass he 

loved. While Karen ran the store, Gene worked for the rancher, Joe Bruch. 

Eventually he worked for the Meade County Highway Department, maintaining 

all the roads in the area. 

     While out at Stoneville, Gene got back into basketball by coaching Red Owl 

and umping games. 

     Not done moving yet, in the fall of 1973 he moved the family to Sturgis, which 

would be the last stop. He then went to work for Farmers Union Oil (Cenex). 

First as a bulk driver, then the Manager and finally General Manager. He retired 

for a few years and then went to work for the Food Service for Meade School 

District. 

     Gene was a member of the Masonic Lodge in Sturgis and Spearfish. He was 

Worshipful Master several times. He became a Shriner and eventually Potentate 

of the Naja Shrine. Gene also belonged to Eastern Star and was Worthy Patron 

Multiple times, and became Grand Worthy Patron of South Dakota. He was a 

member of the Sturgis United Methodist Church. 

     So, he is finally with his Karen and the Lord. He will be greatly missed by his 

three children, eight grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren. 

     In lieu of flowers memorials have been established to Shriner’s Children’s 

Hospital and Sturgis United Methodist Church. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com. 



 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of 

Eugene Oscar Kinney 

  

Born    
April 14, 1935 

Terraville, South Dakota 

 

 

Died 
May 4, 2025 

Sturgis, South Dakota 

 

 

Funeral Service 
Saturday, May 10, 2025, 10:30 a.m. 
Sturgis United Methodist Church 

Sturgis, South Dakota 
 
 

Officiant 
Pastor Jenene Earl 

 

 

Musical Selections 
“The Old Rugged Cross” 

“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” 
“Amazing Grace” 

 

 

Pallbearers 
Corey Shinost     Tawnya Binder     Karmen Williams 

Zeb Williams     Mason Kinney 
 

 

Honorary Pallbearers 
KC Kinney     Amber Kinney      

All of His Great Grandchildren 

 

 

Final Resting Place 
Bear Butte Cemetery 
Sturgis, South Dakota 

 
 

God saw he was getting tired 

and a cure was not to be 

So He put His arms around him 

And whispered “come to Me.” 

With tearful eyes we watched him suffer 

And saw him fade away 

Although we loved him dearly 

We could not make him stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating 

Hardworking hands to rest 

God broke our hearts to prove to us 

He takes the very best. 


