The Knitters Prayer

I pray when risen from the dead,
I may in glory stand;

Perhaps a crown upon my head,
And four needles in my hand.

I never learned to sing or play,
So let no harp be mine,

From childhood to my dying day,

Plain knitting’s been my line.

And so as close the trumpets call,
I have not fame or riches;

But sweet contents knit in my soul:

A million happy stitches!
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Celebrating The Life Of

Cheryl “Sherry” Kleppin
October 10, 1945 — December 7, 2024




Cheryl “Sherry” Bell was born October 10, 1945, in Wessington Springs, South
Dakota, to Frank Jr. and Lora (Newcomer) Bell. She attended school in
Wessington Springs and after struggling with physical issues in her childhood, she
thrived in high school performing in plays, various thespian groups and writing for
the school newspaper.

She attended business school in Huron, after graduation and worked for a time
at the National Bank of Wessington Springs until she married Myron Kleppin on
January 10, 1970, in a private ceremony in Huron. She often commented that was
the day she came to understand life as a farm wife, since Myron nearly missed the
ceremony because the January temperatures had the well for the cattle frozen solid.

Sherry was a member of Templeton United Church of Christ for more than 50
years and served as officer and volunteer with the ladies” fellowship, the Sunday
school, and youth groups; always baking a pan of bars, setting up the coffee pots, or
finding the construction paper for the next Bible School project; Sherry was the
consummate church lady. She also found time to volunteer for the PTO and the
Band Boosters, to chaperone FHA, FFA, and music trips, all while helping Myron
keep the farm running smoothly.

She was a 51-year member of the Community and Family Extension Leaders
(CFEL), having been part of the local Merry Mixers and Sing and Sew Clubs, and
eventually taking on responsibilities for the state board in her retirement years. She
served several terms as various state officers, including President, and travelled the
state fulfilling those responsibilities.

After they retired, Sherry and Myron dedicated their time and resources to
restoring the Wessington Springs Opera House, helping to bring the building from
a nearly condemned state to the vibrant theatrical show piece that it is today, and
continued to serve as board members once it was ready for performances. If Sherry
wasn’t busy in the ticket office or making popcorn, you would find her leading the
SACOTA (Springs Area Council of the Arts) meetings arranging various artists and
musicians to come to the Opera House.

Despite countless hours of volunteering, Sherry was most content with a yarn
project on her lap. Although she learned embroidery and other stitch arts, knitting
and crocheting were her passion. Her grandmother taught her to knit and crochet
as a child and it was a skill she carried with her until her last days, finishing two
baby blankets to ship out of state just days before her passing.

Sherry is survived by her two children, Toby Kleppin (Lynette) of Long Valley,
SD and Kerrie Kleppin-Winn (Mark) of Omaha, NE; two grandchildren, Neil
Kleppin and Megan Poyer of Woonsocket; and several cousins, nieces and nephews
and their children.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her brother, Gary Bell; and her
husband, Myron.

Celebration Of Life

Saturday, December 14, 2024 — 2:00 PM

The 1905 Opera H

ouse, Wessington Springs, South Dakota

Rev. Jim Harmon — Officiant

Prelude

Greeting

Invocation

First Reading
Congregational Hymn

Second Readings

Solo
Prayer
Message

Congregational Hymn

Ted Powell — Pianist

Romans 8: 28-31, 34-37
Soldiers of Christ, Arise

John 14:1-3
Psalm 23

My Mother Deach Koch

Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer

Benediction
Honorary Urn Bearers
Jerry Tiede Mark Tiede
Roger Dwyer Roger Hainy
Tom Riddle Jon Niemeyer

Unending Gratitude To

Leanna, Dale, Chelsey and Kordell Schafer

Internment

Prospect Hill Cemetery, Wessington Springs, South Dakota



