Karleen Kay Erickson

Karleen was only 57 when she unexpectedly passed
away on Thursday, January 8, 2015, in Rapid City SD.
It’s hard to say goodbye, we wish we could have had
more time that could have been spent together. We wish
that so much of her life had not been lost to her illness,
and that things could have been different for her. We
know that she is at peace and her struggles are at an
end, there will be no more pain and sadness. But even
though she is gone, she has left her legacy of love and
perseverance. The way she touched our lives will
remain, and we ask to keep those memories alive by
sharing them with her children and one another.

Karleen is survived by her five children and eight grandchildren as well as
other relatives and friends. Karleen was from an exceptional breed of nurses. They
get up in the morning and go to work with one simple yet profound purpose in
mind, we will care for you. Karleen’s most important tool in her work day was her
heart. This family and her role as a mother and grandmother was the most
important thing to her. This is where she drew her strength and left her legacy,
being with her family is what Karleen enjoyed most of all. Her life had many
obstacles, yet through it all her love and caring for her family remained her focus
in so many, many ways she was able to show that love to us. This perseverance
through adversity is a powerful lesson for us, and we believe it is her legacy. She
has given us many wonderful lessons and kept our priorities straight. Keeping the
most important things in focus, the love and care of our family; letting them
know, in all ways, you can show them that you love them. Not letting adversities,
or set back, or any distractions of the world keep you from the most important
aspect in life.

Our mother was a lovely woman, she embodied all the attributes of a perfect
mom. She was caring, thoughtful, hardworking, compassionate, loving, and so
much more. It is so difficult to think of all of the words to describe our mother as
a person and how much she meant to us and everyone around us. Karleen was a
homemaker most of her life. Many people didn’t think of this as a job, but we can
tell you that she worked harder than any woman we know. She was up early to get
her kids to school, was there to drive them home, make dinner, help with
homework, and put them to bed. She made sure her children studied hard and
always attended activities as a family. When her children were younger, they
weren’t able to comprehend how much time and care she put into their family.
Now that they have families of their own, they can truly appreciate the amount of
effort she put into raising them, and for this, they will always be appreciative. So
please hold on to the happy memories of, Karleen and hold them dear to your
heart and cherish them, as she cherished all.

In Loving Memory Of

Karleen Kay Erickson
1957 ~ 2015



Mother
We had a wonderful mother,

one who never really grew old.

Her smile was made of sunshine,
and her heart was solid gold.

Her eyes were as bright as shining stars
and her cheeks fair roses you see.
We had a wonderful mother
and that is the way it will always be.
But take heed because she is

still keeping an eye on all of us.

So let’s make sure she will [ike what she sees.

In Loving Memory Of

Karleen Xay Erickson

Born
December 30, 1957
Hemmingford, Nebraska

Died
January 8, 2015
Rapid City, South Dakota

Memorial Service
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.
Kinkade Funeral Chapel
Sturgis, South Dakota

Clergy
Pastor Jenene Earl

Special Musical Selections
“On Eagle’s Wings”
“Amazing Grace”
“You Raise Me Up”

Inurnment
At A Later Date



