
Helen Mary Valades 
 
     The family and friends of Helen Valades of Sturgis mourn 

her passing yet celebrate her life, as she departed us on Mother's 

Day, May 11, 2014.  Helen's warmth and love kept both family 

and friends close all these years. 

     Helen was born in Okla, WY, to Albert and Pearl (Chavez) 

Cordova and raised in Deadwood, SD, along with twelve other 

siblings.  Helen grew up and went to 

Catholic school in Deadwood.  In 

her late teens, she moved to Denver with her older sisters and 

worked there for two years, waitressing for a time in the canteen at 

Camp Carson.  She later returned to Deadwood and waitressed at 

the Franklin Hotel. 

     After a year-long courtship, Helen married Gabriel Valades, 

from Edgemont, SD, in a double-ring ceremony at St. Aloysius 

Church in Deadwood on August 27, 1949, alongside Helen's sister, 

Lucy, who married Bob Smith from Lead. 

     From 1950 to 1957, 

Helen and Gabe resided 

in Edgemont, Chadron, 

NE, and Glendo, WY.  In 

late 1957, Gabe, Helen, and family moved to Fort 

Meade, SD, where they resided for the next 30 years.  

They had eight children. 

     Helen took an active part in her children's many 

activities, including school, church, scouting, and 4-

H, as well as social functions like Bridge Club with 

the Fort Meade Ladies Society.  In the early 1970s, Helen began waitressing at the Phil-Town 

Truck Stop in Sturgis, where she worked for the next thirty years. 

     In 1986, Gabe retired from the V.A. Hospital and he and 

Helen moved to Sturgis where they resided until 2008 when 

Gabe and Helen moved into assisted living in Spearfish.  Gabe 

passed away on June 27, 2008, and Helen eventually moved 

into Clarkson Health Care in early 2009. 

     Helen was preceded in death by her parents, Albert and Pearl 

Cordova; her husband, Gabriel, Sr.; her oldest son, Gabe, Jr.; 

and her sisters, Sara, Esther, Lucy, and Rose, as well as other 

siblings who died in childhood. 

     Helen is survived by a brother, Paul (Diane) Cordova, and sister, Fran Stillman; daughters, 

Rita Valades and Anita Valades of  Rapid City, SD, Cathy (Bill) Flynn, Laramie, WY, Andrea 

Valades, Sturgis, SD; sons, Joe (Cherlyn) Valades, Spearfish, SD, John Valades, Casper, WY, 

and David (Marcy) Valades,  Puyallup, WA; grandchildren, Shannon Flynn Bahn, Steven 

Flynn, Domenic Valades, Kerry Tarrant, Nicholas and 

Marcus Valades; and great-grandchild, Alev Bahn. 

     Memorials have been established in Helen's name for 

Clarkson Health Care in Rapid City and St. Aloysius 

Cemetery.. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at 

www.kinkadefunerals.com. 
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You can only have one mother  

Patient kind and true; 

No other friend in all the world,  

Will be the same to you.  

When other friends forsake you,  

To mother you will return, 

For all her loving kindness, 

She asks nothing in return. 

As we look upon her picture,  

Sweet memories we recall, 

Of a face so full of sunshine, 

And a smile for one and all. 

Sweet Jesus, take this message, 

To our dear mother up above; 

Tell her how we miss her, 

And give her all our love.

In Loving Memory Of 

 

Helen Mary Valades 

 
Born 

July 12, 1926 

Okla, Wyoming 

 

Died 

May 11, 2014 

Rapid City, South Dakota 

 

Vigil 

Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

Kinkade Funeral Chapel 

 

Mass Of Christian Burial 

Thursday, May 15, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. 

St. Francis Of Assisi Catholic Church 

 

Celebrant 

Father Arnold Kari 

 

Cantor 

Teresa Spiess 

 

Pianist                   Soloist 

Mary Krupka          Maria Munoz 

 

 

Musical Selections 

“Ave Maria”                “You Are Mine” 

“The Old Rugged Cross”          “On Eagle’s Wings” 

“Prayer Of St. Francis” 

 

Inurnment 

Black Hills National Cemetery 

Sturgis, South Dakota 

 
The family invites you to join them for fellowship and lunch in the church hall following 

the committal service. We thank you for your presence and condolences. 


