
    

                      Donald Robert Kivimaki 
 

   Donald Robert Kivimaki was born July 19, 1934, at his 

grandparent's home west of Newell, SD, on Horse Creek 

to Lillie (Piekkola) and Nestor Kivimaki.  He grew up 

north east of Newell in the Twilight area.  He attended 

grade school at the Karinen School and then attended 

high school in Newell for two years.  Due to his mother's 

death, he dropped out to help at home. 

     He was self-taught as he would read a lot.  He was 

able to fix most anything along with all kinds of equipment through the 

years.  In the neighborhood, he was called Dr. Don and many called for his 

help. 

     He was a member of the Moose Lodge for several years.  He was also a 

County Commissioner for one term of four years. 

     He married Arvilla Viken September 18, 1955, and they lived in Rapid 

City where he worked for Winston Olson in landscaping until they moved 

south of Newell in 1956 and worked for Don Engelson at Valley 

Implement in Newell. 

     December 1957, they moved back to the home place where he and his 

brother and dad farmed and raised cattle and sheep.  In 1960, he went into 

partnership with his brother, Elmer, and they ran the Kivimaki Brothers 

until Elmer's death in April 1988.  Then he and Arvilla went in as partners 

and they farmed until selling the place and moving to Spearfish in 2001.  

     Don passed away December 20,
 

2016, at the David M. Dorsett 

Healthcare Facility in Spearfish, SD. 

     Survivors include his wife, Arvilla; daughter, Gail (Dale) Knutson, 

Vale, SD; son, Douglas, Phoenix, AZ; two grandchildren, Amanda 

Knutson, Lubbock, TX, and Karl Knutson, Vale, SD; and several nieces 

and nephews. 

     His parents; two brothers, Elmer and Jack; two sisters, Virginia Sprouse 

and Leona Lewton; and an infant son preceded him in death. 

     In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in Don's name to the Newell 

Ambulance Service. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com. 

 
 

 

 
     The family would like to invite you to join them for fellowship and lunch following the 

service here at the chapel. We thank you for your presence and condolences. 
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Donald Robert Kivimaki 
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The Twenty-Third Psalm 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; Thy rod and 

thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 

of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 

with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life:  and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of 
 

Donald Robert Kivimaki 
 

Born 

July 19, 1934 

Newell, South Dakota 
 

Died 

December 20, 2016 

Spearfish, South Dakota 
 

Funeral Services 

Tuesday, December 27, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. 

Kinkade Funeral Chapel 

Sturgis, South Dakota 
 

Officiant 

Pastor Harold Delbridge 
 

Musician 

Vonda Mahaffy 
 

Musical Selections 

“In The Garden”   “On The Wings Of A Dove” 

“Home On The Range” 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 

All Our Friends And Family Are Considered 
 

 

 


