Paul Louis Strain

Paul was born on August 22, 1960, in Valentine, NE, to Michael B. "Mick", and
Sybil (Ingvalson) Strain. He spent his earliest days in White River, after which the
family moved to Vermillion for a handful of years, then ventured to Pierre where many
lifelong relationships were established among neighborhood friends and classmates at
Lincoln Elementary School. In December 1970, the family moved to Vancouver, WA
for four years, returning back to White River in November 1974. The return to White
River enabled him to reconnect with all his cousins of the Strain family and memories
were made at the Strain Ranch, Strain Seed house, and Thoroughbred Lodge. Paul
was an athlete and played on the White River football team during its undefeated 1977
and 1978 seasons. He graduated from high school in 1978 and went on to attend Black
Hills State College for a brief period of time. Paul followed his college experience with
employment at the Homestake Mine in Lead, where he worked for several years
supporting his wife, Pamela (Vik) and son, Elliott.

Always a free spirit, Paul was an adventurous soul, though sometimes his endeavors
and predilection for activities slightly off the path more commonly traveled, yielded the
occasional raising of eyebrows by his parents and grandparents. But he was
entertaining, humorous, and had a flare for witticisms and would do anything to help
other people — a true friend. Over time, Paul served in a myriad of different
occupations throughout the country, ranging from Belle Fourche to Virginia Beach to
Azle, TX, with occasional undersea action in Central America. He eventually returned
back to South Dakota in 2014, and began working for Michael Ballard at the Full
Throttle Saloon in Sturgis and later at the Deadwood Distillery in Deadwood, where
he entertained thousands of people with S’loonshine tastings and stories of his
adventures around the world over the years. He had a unique knack and ability to talk
to anybody at any level.

Paul also loved boating and camping. He cruised the lakes and bays in Texas,
Virginia Beach, and South Dakota, and spent much of his time at Sheridan Lake and
other locales in the Black Hills, enjoying the outdoors. He was also an avid motorcycle
enthusiast, and took great pride in his Victory motorcycle.

Paul Louis Strain died on Wednesday, August 26, 2020, in Boulder Canyon south
of Sturgis. He was involved in a motorcycle accident which took his life.

Paul is survived by his son, Elliott (Karli); and his sibilings, Douglas (Joyce) Strain,
Michael (Robin) Strain, Patricia (Wade) Driver, Peggy (CIliff) Starkjohann, and Marc
(Eldon) Marshall. He was beloved by numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his father, Michael B. "Mick" Strain; mother, Sybil
Barnes; and a sister, Catherine Grace

Condolences can be sent to www.kinkadefunerals.com.

We thank you for your presence and condolences.

Paul Louis Strain

August 22, 1960 ~ August 26, 2020
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Paul’s Place

Overwhelming this place you call home
A place in time where buffalo once roamed;

Though time has passed, the White River still flows
Your memories loom on the breezes that blow;

Your youth, your heritage, you've come to share
To cross bridges in time, with someone who cares;

You spoke of a refuge down in the bottomland
It was here you took me and I began to understand;

For in the eves of the man, only a boy could I see

His arms wrapped tightly around a cottonwood tree;

And what gifts God gave you to bestow on me
A field of diamonds as far as I could see!

The sky brilliant with a moon so bright
Cast in a halo, pure in its light;

In the darkness the sounds of eagles nesting
Off in the distance the horses were resting;

And there we slept in the car that night
Awakened by the horses in the early momning light;

It was not long before we had shared the ocean
A world so different it stirred my emotions;

However this land lives deep in your spirit
Here if God whispers you shall here it;

A breathtaking place on this earth we have stood
Paul’s place, the beautiful Cottonwood.
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In Memory Of
Paul Louis Strain

Date of Birth
August 22, 1960
Valentine, Nebraska

Date of Death
August 26, 2020
Sturgis, South Dakota

Service
Thursday, September 17, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.
Deadwood Distillery
Deadwood, South Dakota

Clergy
Pastor Mark Phillips

Graveside Service
Saturday, September 19, 2020, at 3:00 p.m.
Catholic Hall
White River, South Dakota

Final Resting Place
White River Cemetery
White River, South Dakota



