THE LIFE OF

DAVID HUDSON

; th nd
TAKING HIM ON HIS FINAL RIDE WILL April 15", 1954 - August 2", 2025

BE HIS TWO SONS, DAVID AND SCOTT.



"THEREFORE YOU
TOO HAVE GRIEF
NOW; BUT I WILL
SEE YOU AGAIN,
AND YOUR HEART
WILL REJOICE, AND
NO ONE WILL TAKE
YOUR JOY AWAY
FROM YOU."

Ot 1622
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DAVID AARON HUDSON

FUNERAL SERVICE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 9TH
GRACE UNITED METHODIST

OFFICIATING
JOHN BRITT

MUSICAL SELECTIONS
“LORD I DON’T NEED A MANSION”

“THE OLD RUGGED CROSS”
“NORMAL AIN’T COMING BACK, JESUS IS”

URN BEARERS
TOM GUNDERSON DEAN ROEMEN
DON EICH DAVE BERGERON
PAT MILLER JERRY FULMER

SPECIAL FRIEND
DONALD AIGNER
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DAVID AARON HUDSON, 71, OF PIEDMONT, SOUTH DAKOTA, PASSED
AWAY PEACEFULLY AT HOME ON AUGUST 2, 2025, SURROUNDED BY
FAMILY, JUST AS HE WISHED.

DAVE WAS BORN TO BILL AND FRANCINE HUDSON (AIJALA) ON
APRIL 15, 1954, IN DEADWOOD, SOUTH DAKOTA. FROM A YOUNG
AGE, HE HAD A DEEP LOVE FOR NATURE AND MOTORCYCLES. IN
THE EARLY 1970S, HE BEGAN WORKING AS A MECHANIC UNDER
THE GUIDANCE OF LOUIE DIPPERT, THEN WENT ON TO WORK AT

THE FORD GARAGE IN RAPID CITY. IN 1977, DAVE OPENED HIS
OWN SHOP, DAVE'S AUTO, IN PIEDMONT, SOUTH DAKOTA, WHERE

HE EARNED A REPUTATION FOR BEING HONEST, CAPABLE, AND

ENDLESSLY RESOURCEFUL, ABLE TO FIX NEARLY ANYTHING AND
ALWAYS EAGER TO HELP SOMEONE IN NEED. LATER, HE TOOK
PRIDE IN EXPANDING HIS WORK BY OPENING ELK CREEK AUTO
SALES.

IN THE EARLY 1970S, DAVE WAS MARRIED TO DARNELL GILMAN
AND STARTED HIS FAMILY WHERE THEY WELCOMED FOUR
CHILDREN: HEIDI, DAVID, SCOTT, AND PENNY. HE WAS PROUD TO
RAISE HIS KIDS WITH STRONG FAMILY VALUES AND A LOVE FOR
THE OUTDOORS. HIS DEDICATION AS A FATHER REMAINED A
CONSTANT THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE.

IN 1998, DAVE MARRIED COLLEEN MILLER ON JUNE 19TH IN RAPID
CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA. TOGETHER, THEY EXTENDED THEIR FAMILY
AND SHARED A LIFE FILLED WITH LOVE, LAUGHTER, AND
ADVENTURE. THROUGH THIS UNION, DAVE WELCOMED
BRANDON INTO HIS LIFE AS A SON, FURTHER ADDING TO THEIR
BLENDED FAMILY.

A LIFELONG OUTDOORSMAN AND MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIAST,
DAVE FOUND JOY IN RIDING DIRT BIKES TO ROAD BIKES AND
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. HE EARNED MULTIPLE AWARDS FOR
RIDING OVER 100,000 MILES ON A BMW IN A YEAR. HE ALSO HAD A
LARGE COLLECTION OF TROPHIES FROM MOTOCROSS AND
ENDURO RACES.
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HE ENJOYED TIME WITH FRIENDS, HOSTING MONDAY NIGHT
POOL GAMES IN HIS GAME ROOM AND COMPETING IN POOL
LEAGUE ON THURSDAY NIGHTS. WHETHER IT WAS OVER A GAME
OF POOL OR A CUP OF COFFEE, HE VALUED HIS FRIENDSHIPS. HE
ALSO LOVED FISHING, HUNTING, GOLFING, CAMPING,
COLLECTING ANTIQUES, AND SPENDING TIME WITH HIS DOGS.

DAVE WAS KIND, HUMBLE, AND GENEROUS. HIS OPTIMISM AND
HUMOR LEFT A MARK ON EVERYONE HE MET. WHETHER SHARING
OLD MUSIC, TELLING STORIES, OR HELPING A STRANGER ON THE
SIDE OF THE ROAD, DAVE MADE YOU FEEL LIKE YOU'D KNOWN
HIM FOREVER. HE LIVED SIMPLY BUT FULLY, AND HE TAUGHT
THOSE AROUND HIM TO VALUE FAMILY, FRIENDSHIP, AND THE
BEAUTY OF EVERYDAY LIFE.

HE OFTEN SAID, “IT IS WHAT IT IS” AND “IT COULD ALWAYS BE
WORSE,” REMINDERS OF HIS GROUNDED, OPTIMISTIC SPIRIT.

IN HIS FINAL WEEKS, DAVE FULFILLED HIS WISH TO REMAIN AT
HOME, SURROUNDED BY THOSE HE LOVED. HIS DAYS WERE
FILLED WITH FAMILY DINNERS, ONE LAST FISHING TRIP, A VISIT TO
THE NEW SUGAR SHACK, SCENIC DRIVES THROUGH THE BLACK
HILLS, AND A STREAM OF VISITORS AND CALLS, WHO REMINDED
HIM OF THE LASTING IMPACT HE MADE.

HE IS SURVIVED BY HIS WIFE COLLEEN AND CHILDREN:
HEIDI(TODD) ANDERSON, DAVID HUDSON, SCOTT HUDSON,
PENNY(SCOTT) WETCH, AND BRANDONUILL) MILLER. MOTHER-IN-
LAW: CLEO MILLER. GRANDCHILDREN: NICOLE(BRANDON)
BISGAARD, RENAEWJAKE) TRUJILLO, KAYLA ANDERSON, SARA
WETCH, KARTNEY HUDSON, AND RYAN WETCH. GREAT-
GRANDCHILDREN: AVERY AND HUDSON BISGAARD. SIBLINGS:
LENNY TOLLEFSON, GREG(SANDY) HUDSON, MARY JANE
(SHANNON) O'GRADY, BILLY HUDSON, WAYNE HUDSON, BRAD
HUDSON, AND BROTHER-IN-LAW JIM MILLER, AS WELL AS
NUMEROUS COUSINS, NIECES, AND NEPHEWS.

DAVE WAS PRECEDED IN DEATH BY HIS PARENTS, BILL AND
FRANCINE HUDSON; HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, WALLY MILLER; AND HIS
BELOVED GRANDSONS, TRAVIS AND KASEY HUDSON.
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