
     Keith Alan George McKay was born December 15, 1925, in 

Wessington, South Dakota, to George and Dorothy (Bowman) McKay. 

When he was 10 the family moved to Sturgis to operate the McKay Drug 

Store. After high school graduation, Keith joined the Army Air Corps, 

serving two years before going to pharmacy school at South Dakota State 

University. Upon graduation from SDSU, he returned to the Air Force 

during the Korean War. In 1951, he assumed ownership of McKay Drug. 

A year later he married Louise Reed and gained an eight-year-old son, 

Tom. The family grew with Brian in 1954 and Scott in 1957. 

     Keith spent many years on Main Street Sturgis. In addition to the drug 

store, he purchased the Lee Store building, which became the Ben 

Franklin Store. The Ben Franklin closed in 1992, and in 1995, Keith 

began retirement by closing McKay Drug. Both of these businesses had a 

large customer base from which Keith made many lasting friendships. His 

business motto was, “The customer comes first!” 

     Louise, the love of his life, passed away unexpectedly in late December 

of 1996. He then spent his time traveling, fishing, golfing, and visiting with 

family and friends, up until 2013, when his new home became Aspen 

Grove Assisted Living in Sturgis. True to his character, Keith brightened 

the lives of the residents and staff with his endless smiles, laughter, and 

spontaneous bursts of singing. 

     Keith was a member of the American Legion Post 33, in Sturgis, for 

over 77 years, a long-time member of Masonic Lodge 0047, and the 

Sturgis Presbyterian Church. 

     Grateful for having shared in his life are his son, Scott (Elizabeth) 

McKay and their children, Alison and William, and his daughters-in-law, 

Betty Reed and Candy McKay, as well as a large extended family. 

     He was preceded in death by his wife, Louise, and sons, Tom Reed 

and Brian McKay.  

     In lieu of flowers memorials may be given to the American Legion 

Post 33, Sturgis, SD, First Presbyterian Church, or the SDSU School of 

Pharmacy. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com. 
 

The family invites all to a luncheon  downstairs in the Erskine Room, following the 

service. Thank you for your presence and condolences. 

In Loving Memory Of  

Keith Alan George McKay 
December 15, 1925  ~  April 4, 2022 



 

 

In Loving Memory Of 

Keith Alan George McKay 

 

   Born                                  Died                               
December 15, 1925                       April 4, 2022 

Wessington, South Dakota           Sturgis, South Dakota  

                 

Memorial Service 
Saturday, April 30, 2022, 11:00 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Sturgis, South Dakota 

 
 
 

Officiant 
Pastor Paul Henschen 

 

 

Musicians 
‘Sounds of Grace’ 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 
 
 

Special Music 
“Give Me Jesus”     “I’ll Fly Away”     “Amazing Grace”  

 

 

Urnbearers 
Alison McKay     William McKay 

 
 
 

Honorary Urnbearers 
Scott McKay      Elizabeth McKay 

Betty Reed     Candy McKay 
 
 
 

Military Honors 
Ellsworth AFB Honor Guard 

Sturgis Veterans Honor Guard 
 
 

 

Final Resting Place 
Bear Butte Cemetery 
Sturgis, South Dakota 


