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ORDER 
OF THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND 
NUMBER 20-04-15-01 

REQUIRING USE OF FACE COVERINGS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES AND 
REQUIRING IMPLEMENTATION OF CERTAIN PHYSICAL DISTANCING MEASURES 

WHEREAS, A state of emergenc\ and catastrophic health emergenc\ Zas proclaimed on 
March 5, 2020, reneZed on March 17, 2020, and reneZed again on April 10, 
2020, to control and preYent the spread of COVID-19 Zithin the state, and the 
state of emergenc\ and catastrophic health emergenc\ still e[ists; 

WHEREAS, COVID-19, a respirator\ disease that spreads easil\ from person to person and 
ma\ resXlt in serioXs illness or death, is a pXblic health catastrophe and has been 
confirmed throXghoXt Mar\land; 

WHEREAS, To redXce the spread of COVID-19, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
PreYention and the Mar\land Department of Health recommend canceling large 
gatherings and ph\sical distancing in smaller gatherings; 

WHEREAS,  The cXrrentl\ knoZn and aYailable scientific eYidence and best practices sXpport 
limitations on large gatherings and ph\sical distancing to preYent e[posXres and 
transmissions, and redXce the threat to especiall\ YXlnerable popXlations, 
inclXding older indiYidXals and those Zith chronic health conditions; 

WHEREAS, To redXce the threat to hXman health caXsed b\ transmission of the noYel 
coronaYirXs in Mar\land, and to protect and saYe liYes, it is necessar\ and 
reasonable that indiYidXals in the state refrain from congregating; 

WHEREAS, To protect the pXblic health, Zelfare, and safet\, preYent the transmission of the 
noYel coronaYirXs, control the spread of COVID-19, and saYe liYes, it is 
necessar\ to control and direct the moYement of indiYidXals in Mar\land, 
inclXding those on the pXblic streets; and 

WHEREAS, It is fXrther necessar\ to control and direct in Mar\land the occXpanc\ and Xse 
of bXildings and premises, as Zell as places of amXsement and assembl\; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF 
MARYLAND, BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE 
CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF MARYLAND, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO TITLE 14 OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY ARTICLE, AND IN AN EFFORT TO 
CONTROL AND PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 WITHIN THE STATE, DO 
HEREBY ORDER: 

I. Definitions. 

a. ³Face CoYering´ means a coYering that fXll\ coYers a person¶s nose and moXth, 
bXt is not a Medical-Grade Mask.  The term ³Face CoYering´ inclXdes, ZithoXt 
limitation, scarYes and bandanas.   

b. ³FoodserYice Establishments´ means establishments in the State of Mar\land that 
sell food on a deliYer\, carr\-oXt, or driYe-throXgh basis. 

c. ³Medical-Grade Mask´ means an N95, KN95, sXrgical, or other mask that ZoXld 
be appropriate for a health care setting. 

d. ³PXblic Transportation´ means shared-ride sXrface transportation serYices that are 
open to the general pXblic, inclXding ZithoXt limitation, ta[i serYices, ride-sharing 
serYices, car serYices, and transit serYices proYided b\ an\ other Xnit of the State 
or an\ political sXbdiYision.  E[amples of PXblic Transportation inclXde, bXt are 
not limited to: 

i. MTA bXs serYice; 

ii. MARC train serYice; 

iii. Light Rail trains serYice; 

iY. MTA Metro sXbZa\ serYice; and 

Y. Mobilit\ and paratransit serYice. 

e. ³Retail Establishments´ means retail bXsinesses, organi]ations, establishments, 
and facilities in the State of Mar\land, inclXding ZithoXt limitation: 

i. Grocer\ stores, conYenience stores, farmer¶s markets, and an\ other 
establishment engaged in the retail sale of non-prepared food; 

ii. Pharmacies and other stores that sell medication or medical sXpplies; 

iii. Stores that sell sXpplies for hoXsehold consXmption or Xse, and/or 
prodXcts needed to maintain safet\, sanitation, and essential maintenance 
of the home or residence; 

iY. Alcoholic beYerage stores; and 
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Y. LaXndromats. 

II. Use of Face CoYerings.   

a. EffectiYe as of 7:00 a.m. on April 18, 2020: 

i. all riders and operators on an\ PXblic Transportation are reqXired to Zear 
Face CoYerings (e[clXding an\ operator in a separate compartment that is 
off-limits to riders); 

ii. all cXstomers oYer the age of nine are reqXired to Zear Face CoYerings 
Zhile inside the enclosed area of an\ Retail Establishment or FoodserYice 
Establishment; 

iii. adXlt cXstomers accompan\ing children age tZo throXgh nine shall Xse 
reasonable efforts to caXse those children to Zear Face CoYerings Zhile 
inside the enclosed area of an\ Retail Establishment or FoodserYice 
Establishment; 

iY. all Retail Establishments shall reqXire staff to Zear, and those staff shall 
Zear, Face CoYerings Zhile Zorking in areas open to the general pXblic 
and areas in Zhich interactions Zith other staff are likel\; and 

Y. all FoodserYice Establishments shall reqXire staff Zho interact Zith 
cXstomers (inclXding, ZithoXt limitation, deliYer\ personnel) to Zear, and 
those staff shall Zear, Face CoYerings Zhile Zorking. 

b. Single-Xse Face CoYerings shall be properl\ discarded in trash receptacles. It is 
recommended that all reXsable Face CoYerings be cleaned freqXentl\ (at least 
once per da\).   

c. Wearing a Medical-Grade Mask satisfies an\ reqXirement in paragraph II.a to 
Zear a Face CoYering, bXt all Mar\landers are Xrged to reserYe Medical-Grade 
Masks for Xse b\ health care Zorkers and first responders. 

III. Ph\sical Distancing MeasXres for Retail Establishments.   

a. All Retail Establishments shall, in good faith and to the e[tent possible: 

i. Where an\ qXeXe is e[pected to form, designated Zith signage, tape, or b\ 
other means at least si[-foot spacing for persons in line; 

ii. Saniti]e, or proYide cXstomers Zith a means to saniti]e, handles of carts 
and baskets that are aYailable to cXstomers; 

iii. ProYide staff and cXstomers Zith clean restrooms stocked Zith soap or 
saniti]er, and alloZ staff to Zash their hands at least once eYer\ 30 
minXtes; and 
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iY. Post signage at each entrance adYising cXstomers aboXt the reqXirement to 
Zear Face CoYerings described in paragraph II.a. 

b. The Secretar\ of Health of the State of Mar\land (the ³Secretar\´) is aXthori]ed 
to issXe directiYes Xnder this Order, as the Secretar\ deems necessar\, to preYent, 
redXce the spread of, and sXppress COVID-19 in and aroXnd Retail 
Establishments and/or FoodserYice Establishments, Zhich ma\ inclXde, ZithoXt 
limitation, additional reqXirements for ph\sical distancing, cleaning, and 
disinfection at Retail Establishments and/or FoodserYice Establishments. 

IV. General ProYisions. 

a. Each laZ enforcement officer of the State or a political sXbdiYision shall e[ecXte 
and enforce this Order. 

b. A person Zho knoZingl\ and ZillfXll\ Yiolates this Order is gXilt\ of a 
misdemeanor and on conYiction is sXbject to imprisonment not e[ceeding one 
\ear or a fine not e[ceeding $5,000 or both. 

c. This Order remains effectiYe Xntil after termination of the state of emergenc\ and 
the proclamation of the catastrophic health emergenc\ has been rescinded, or Xntil 
rescinded, sXperseded, amended, or reYised b\ additional orders. 

d. The effect of an\ statXte, rXle, or regXlation of an agenc\ of the State or a political 
sXbdiYision inconsistent Zith this order is hereb\ sXspended. 

e. The Xnderlined paragraph headings in this Order are for conYenience of reference 
onl\ and shall not affect the interpretation of this Order. 

f. If an\ proYision of this Order or its application to an\ person, entit\, or 
circXmstance is held inYalid b\ an\ coXrt of competent jXrisdiction, all other 
proYisions or applications of the Order shall remain in effect to the e[tent possible 
ZithoXt the inYalid proYision or application. To achieYe this pXrpose, the 
proYisions of this Order are seYerable. 

 ISSUED UNDER MY HAND THIS 15TH DAY OF APRIL, 2020, AND 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY.  

 
 
 
                                                            _______________________________________ 

   LaZrence J. Hogan, Jr. 
                                GoYernor 


