
 

 

Richard E. Michael 

 

     "Cowboy Rick" Michael, 50, Sturgis, died 

Sunday, August 21, 2011, at the Rapid City 

Regional Hospital, surrounded by his family, as a 

result of an ATV accident East of Sturgis. 

     Memorial services will be held at 2:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, September 3, 2011, at the Kinkade 

Funeral Chapel in Sturgis.  Inurnment will follow 

at the Bear Butte Cemetery. 

     Rick was born March 22, 1961, in Deadwood, 

SD, to Robert and Nira (Napton) Michael. 

     Rick's favorite past times were singing 

country, Elvis and dancing.  He was a very giving 

person in life and in death as an organ donor.  He 

will be missed by his family and friends. 

     Survivors include his mother, Nira Nichols; 

sisters, Patty (Steve), Pam (Adam), Bobbie, Helen 

(Doug), and Stella (Steve); daughter, Tonya; son, 

Travis; many nieces, nephews, great nieces, and 

cousins; uncle, Dennis (Roxie); aunt, Linda 

(Earl); and aunts, Lillian and Phyllis. 

     He was preceded in death by his father, 

Robert; stepfather, Bill; sister, Cheryl; brother-in-

law, Bob; and all his grandparents. 

     The family requests no flowers. 
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I’m Free 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 
I’m following the path God has laid you see. 

I took His hand when I heard His call 
I turned my back and left it all. 

 

I could not stay another day 
To laugh, to love, to work or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way 
I found the peace at the close of day. 

 

If my parting has left a void 
Then fill it with remembered joys - - 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow. 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My life’s been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 
 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief - - 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your hearts, and peace to thee - - 
God wanted me now: He set me free. 
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In Loving Memory Of 

 

Richard E. Michael 
"Cowboy Rick" 

 

Born 

March 22, 1961 

Deadwood, South Dakota 

 

Died 

August 21, 2011 

Rapid City, South Dakota 

 

Memorial Service 

Saturday, September 3, 2011, at 2:00 p.m. 

Kinkade Funeral Chapel 

 

Officiating 

Pastor Darla Dunn 

 

Inurnment 

Bear Butte Cemetery 

Sturgis, South Dakota 
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