
Michael Munoz 
 

     Michael Munoz, 95, of Reno, Nevada died April 29, 2023, in 

Reno, Nevada. 

     Michael Munoz was born on August 1, 1927, to Manuel and 

Ortencia Munoz in Nisland, SD. Mike, as he was known by to family 

and friends lived a good, long life. He was brought up in the Catholic 

Church, and recently shared some stories with his daughter, Marci 

about when he attended Catechism as a young boy. 

     Before Mike was old enough to work in the mines, he carried 

water to the mines for the miners to drink. Mining was in his blood, and he always had a 

terrific work ethic. 

     Mike enlisted in the U.S. Navy when he was a young man, and attended Submarine 

School. He proudly served during WWII, as well as in the Korean Conflict, receiving 

several medals. Mike was also a huge fan of learning, and he continued his education 

well into his 60s. 

     On June 30, 1956 Mike married the love of his life, Irene Heppler. They had 5 

amazing children together, Marci, Michael, Manuel, Monica, and Monte. Mike was a 

hard worker and wonderful provider. He worked as an underground miner until going to 

work for MSHA. He retired from MSHA in 1991 after 35 years. 

     Mike loved fishing and spending time with his family. He sure knew how to have 

fun, and he had the sweetest smile you've ever seen. Mike and Irene selflessly helped to 

raise her two oldest granddaughters, instilling priceless values into their lives that they 

are so thankful for to this day. Mike meant so much to so many people. Everyone really 

enjoyed when he would tell stories about his past. He was a fountain of information, a 

living history book. 

     For the last several years of his life, his daughter Marci cared for him with the help 

of her brothers, Manny, and Monte. Sacrificial love flowed freely in the Munoz home. 

    Michael is survived by his children: Marci Cortes, Michael, Manny, and Monte 

Munoz; son-in-law, Paul Wehr; 6 grandkids: Cecilia (Aaron) Cortes-Pavey, Constancia 

Cortes, Michael (Taren) Wehr, Paulie (Amy) Wehr, Randall Wehr, and Amber Munoz-

Romero; several great-grandchildren; and even some great-great grandchildren; sisters, 

Martha, Diane, Mary, Vera, and Margaret; many brothers-in-law; and nieces and 

nephews. 

     He was preceded in death by his parents, Manuel and Ortencia, wife, Irene, daughter, 

Monica, sisters, Eleanor, and Jenny, and brothers, Manuel, Danny, and Phillip. 

     Michael will be remembered fondly as a man of integrity, with a heart of gold, 

supportive, and encouraging. We miss him dearly, but we are taking comfort in knowing  
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The family would like you to join them for fellowship and lunch  

following the service at the church hall. 

 Thank you for your presence and condolences. 



 

In Loving Memory Of 

Michael Munoz 

Born                                  Died  

  August 1, 1927                               April 29, 2023 

Nisland, South Dakota                  Reno, Nevada 
 
 

Rosary 
Thursday, May 18, 2023, at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
 

 

Mass of Christian Burial 
Thursday, May 18, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

Sturgis, South Dakota 
 

 

 Celebrant 
Father Timothy Castor 

 

 

Musicians 
Dr. Barry Furze       Myron Volk 

 

 

Musical Selections 
“Amazing Grace”    “We Walk By Faith”   “The Old Rugged Cross” 

“Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All”    “Song of Farewell” 

 

 

Pall Bearers 
Monte Munoz   Paul Wehr, Sr.   Paul Wehr 

Michael Munoz   Manny Munoz   Aaron Pavey 
 

 

Military Honors 
U.S. Navy Military Honors 

Sturgis Veteran’s Honor Guard 
 

 

Final Resting Place 

Black Hills National Cemetery 

I’m Free 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 
I’m following the path God has laid you see. 

I took His hand when I heard His call 
I turned my back and left it all. 

 
I could not stay another day 

To laugh, to love, to work or play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way 
I found the peace at the close of day. 

 
If my parting has left a void 

Then fill it with remembered joys - - 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

 
Be not burdened with times of sorrow. 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My life’s been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 
 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief - - 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your hearts, and peace to thee - - 

God wanted me now: He set me free. 
 
 


