
 

Kay Ardith (Reich) Fletcher  

 

     Kay Ardith (Reich) Fletcher was born at high noon on August 20, 1931, 

at Dupree, SD, the first daughter of Frances (Jewett) and Johnnie Reich.  

The family lived in the Dupree vicinity when Kay was a small child, 

moving to a ranch on the Moreau River in 1939, where Kay grew up to 

womanhood.  She attended her first grade of school at Cloverleaf rural 

school, northeast of Dupree, where her father had attended school as a 

young boy.  She attended Liebelt School, rural and also public school in 

Dupree two years.  She graduated from Dupree High School on May 18, 

1950.  She worked for the Public Welfare Department in Dupree, under 

Mrs. Mabel Ross, for 5 years.  On March 3, 1955, she was married to 

Lloyd F. Fletcher, with the bride's grandparents as attendants, they, Bertha 

and Herman Reich were celebrating their 55
th

 wedding anniversary on that 

day.  The Fletchers lived in the Dupree area until the fall of 1960, and then 

moved to Medicine Bow, WY, where Lloyd was ranch foreman for the 

Robbers Roost Ranch near Medicine Bow for eight years before moving 

back to South Dakota and settling in Sturgis, SD.  

     Kay was an active member of the American Legion Auxiliary in 

Wyoming, serving 5 years as secretary and one year as president.  She was 

also president of the local PTA in Medicine Bow.  Kay was employed for 

11 years at Phil-Town Restaurant, and then went to work for the Veterans 

Administration Hospital at Ft. Meade where she retired after working 24 

years, in 2004. 

     Kay enjoyed bowling, was captain of her team for many years, and 

served as an extra member, bowling when needed.  Kay was an avid 

gardener and homemaker, enjoyed writing poetry and wrote a novel.  Kay 

was a skilled handiwork person and has done many projects for her and 

others.  She underwent an emergency 5 by-pass heart operation in 1999, 

took sick leave and returned to her position as Nursing Timekeeper at Ft. 

Meade.  

     Kay is survived by her husband of 61 years, Lloyd Fletcher; two 

daughters, Jill V. Cook, Bonney Lake, WA, and Kim Engle, Denver, CO; 

one granddaughter, Kayla Frances Cook, Seattle, WA; two grandsons, 

Kameron Jay Engle, Montgomery,  TX, and Conor Fletcher Cook, Bonney 

Lake, WA; two great-grandchildren, Zakkary and Emily Engle; one sister, 

Barbie (Charles) Begeman, Isabel, SD; and many nieces, nephews, great-

nieces and nephews, and a host of friends.  

     She was preceded in death by her parents; three brothers, Gale, Norman 

and Jack; and 5 infants. 

Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com.
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The Twenty-Third Psalm 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; Thy rod and 

thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 

of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 

with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life:  and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

 

 

In Loving Memory Of  

 

Kay Ardith Fletcher 
 

Born  

August 20, 1931 

Dupree, South Dakota 

 
Died  

April 10, 2016 

Belle Fourche, South Dakota 

 
Funeral Service 

Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 

Calvary Baptist Church 

Sturgis, South Dakota 

 
Officiating 

Pastor Gary Brooks 

 
Pianist 

Sandy Ondriezek 

 
Organist 

Tom Dewey 

 
Musical Selections 

“How Great Thou Art” ~ “It Is Well With My Soul” 

 
Inurnment 

At A Later Date 

Black Hills National Cemetery 

Sturgis, South Dakota 

 


