
Laura Lee Koenig 

October 6, 1953  ~  January 10, 2024 

In Loving Memory Of 

     Laura Lee Koenig was born October 6, 1953, in Rapid City, South 

Dakota. She died January 10, 2024, at home in Casper, Wyoming at the 

age of 70 years. 

     Laura grew up in Sturgis, South Dakota. She attended first grade at the 

Brechtel one-room country school and the remainder of grade school at 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School. She graduated from Sturgis Brown 

High School. After high school she attended South Dakota School of 

Mines & Technology, where she met her sweetheart, Tom, and graduated 

with a degree in chemistry. While attending SDSM&T, Laura was an 

employee at the Baken Park Hardware Hank store at the time of the 1972 

flood. For several weeks following, Laura helped with the extensive flood 

cleanup. 

     Laura and Tom Koenig were married on December 27, 1974, at St. 

Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Sturgis. This union of 49 years was 

blessed with three children, Kate, Carl, and Anne. 

     Laura was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, daughter, and sister. 

After their first child was born, Laura became a stay-at-home mom. She 

loved attending her kids’ and grandkids’ events.  Laura actively shared her 

faith with her children, served as a catechist, and enjoyed participating in 

church trips including going to World Youth Day in Denver and traveling 

to Rome. Laura enjoyed being outside, hiking, camping, reading, being 

part of church Bible studies, and playing family card games. Laura had a 

life-long love of learning. She continued her education and received her 

MBA from the University of South Dakota.   

     Laura had a loving and determined spirit. Laura was not afraid to stand 

up for what was right. Life was not always easy for her in her early years, 

but she was tough, forgiving, and worked hard to make life better for 

everyone she knew and loved.   

    Laura is survived by her husband, Tom; three children: Kate (Troy) 

Bifulco of Sundance, WY, Carl (Jill) Koenig of McCook, NE, and Anne 

(Garrett) Stevens of Spearfish, SD; nine grandchildren; her mother, Betty 

Wells; her siblings, Rich, Nora, Glenn, Norma, and Marie; and numerous 

nieces and nephews. 

     Laura was preceded in death by her father, George Wells; grandbaby, 

Alex Koenig; and nephew, Lee Lehrkamp. 

     In lieu of flowers a memorial has been established to St. Martin’s 

Chapel in Sturgis. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com. 

The family invites you to join them for fellowship and a meal,  
in the church hall, following the service. 

Thank you for your presence and condolences. 



 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of 

Laura Lee Koenig 

 

 

Born    
October 6, 1953 

Rapid City, South Dakota 

  

 

Died 
January 10, 2024 

Casper, Wyoming 

  

  

Mass of Christian Burial 
Saturday, January 20, 2024, 11:00 a.m. 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

Sturgis, South Dakota 

 

 

Celebrant 
Father Timothy Castor 

 

 

Musicians 
Wayne Richards     Myron Volk 

 

 

Musical Selections 
“Prayer of St. Francis”     “Hail Mary, Gentle Woman” 

“How Great Thou Art”     “I Am the Bread of Life”  

 

 

Pallbearers 
Johnathon Lehrkamp      Ty Lehrkamp      Lynn Lehrkamp  

Aaron Wells      Kiel Wells      Clay Wells  
Garrett Hartman      Dan Koenig  

 

 

Final Resting Place 
St. Anthony Cemetery 
Fairfax, South Dakota 

The Twenty-Third Psalm 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; Thy rod and 

thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 

of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 

with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life:  and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 


