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Words of Thanks
THE FAMILY OF MRS. THELMA M. THOMAS expresses heartfelt gratitude
to everyone who offered prayers, kind words, and acts of comfort during
this time of loss. Your love and support for “Mother Thomas” during her
time in Ohio blessed her immeasurably. We are forever grateful for our
“Loving, Caring, Sharing, and Praying” church family and for the village
who honored her. May God bless each of you for your lovingkindness.

Pallbearers - Deacons of Second Baptist Church

Arrangements Entrusted To
MARLAN J. GARY FUNERAL HOME • CHAPEL OF PEACE
5456 East Livingston Avenue • Columbus, Ohio 43232

(614) 604-8774

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF

Mother Thelma M. Thomas
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Howard T. Washington, Pastor

Thursday, January 15, 2026 • 11:00 A.M.
186 North 17th Street • Columbus, Ohio 43203

PRELUDE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Video Tribute / SBC Music Ministry
Family Visitation & Viewing - 10:00 A.M.

PROCESSIONAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Members of The Clergy
Dr. Keith A. Troy, Officiant / Pastor

New Salem Missionary Baptist Church • Columbus, Ohio

HYMN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “My Hope Is Built”

THE WORD OF GOD
The Old Testament - Psalm 23  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Micah Morgan

Associate Pastor • Sanctuary Church • Columbus, Ohio

The New Testament - John 14:1-6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Ian Morgan
Director of Magnification • New Salem Missionary Baptist Church

PRAYER OF COMFORT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clergy

SELECTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Goodness of God”
First Lady Annette McDaniel

Christ Memorial Missionary Baptist Church • Columbus, Ohio

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS • RESOLUTIONS • CONDOLENCES
Deaconess Nerma Cockrell

TRIBUTES
Deaconess Catherine Cain  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church
Malcolm and Kamilah Morgan (Grandchildren)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Family

SELECTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Family Members
“Healing” • by Richard Smallwood

The Eulogy - DR. HOWARD T. WASHINGTON

CLOSING PRAYER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clergy

RECESSIONAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clergy, Family, and Friends
“When We All Get To Heaven”

Interment - CAROLINA MEMORIAL GARDENS
7113 Rivers Avenue • North Charleston, South Carolina 29406

A Celebration of Life

MOTHER THELMA
M. THOMAS

March 29, 1931  -  January 11, 2026

IN REMEMBRANCE OF OUR BELOVED

I HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith.  - II Timothy 4:7



The Obituary
MRS. THELMA DORETHA MILLER THOMAS

Mrs. Thelma Doretha Miller Thomas,
age 94, peacefully departed this life on
Sunday, January 11, 2026, in Columbus,
Ohio, where she resided with her
daughter and family during the latter
years of her life. She was the youngest
of seven daughters born to the late Tres
David “TD” Miller and the late Fannie J.
Martin Miller in Fair field County,
Eastover, South Carolina, on Sunday,
March 29, 1931.

Mrs. Thomas received her early
education at Booker T. Washington High

School in Columbia, South Carolina. She later attended Allen University
in Columbia, South Carolina, where she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Elementary Education. While at Allen University, she met and married
the late Rev. George A. Thomas, Sr., her devoted husband of more than
50 years. She completed graduate coursework at The Citadel in
Charleston, South Carolina.

A dedicated educator, Mrs. Thomas retired after 35 years of teaching in
the public schools of Richland, Lancaster, Charleston, Aiken, and
Greenville Counties in South Carolina. She especially loved teaching third
grade and was known for her immaculate classrooms and creatively
designed bulletin boards.

Mrs. Thomas had a deep love for the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church and faithfully served alongside her husband throughout his 44
years of active pastoral ministry and beyond, within the Palmetto,
Columbia, and Piedmont Conferences of the Seventh Episcopal District.
She remained active and engaged as a member of Ebenezer AME Church
in Charleston, South Carolina, where Rev. Dr. William Swinton serves as
pastor. She was also lovingly embraced as “Mother Thomas” by the
Second Baptist Church family of Columbus, Ohio, where her son-in-law
serves as Senior Pastor and her daughter
serves as an Associate Minister.

In the late 1970s, Mrs. Thomas founded the
first Ministers’ Wives organization in the
Piedmont Conference. She faithfully served
on the nominating and registration
committees of MSWAWO+ PKs and the
Palmetto Conference Branch Women’s
Missionary Society (WMS). She held the
position of Vice President of MSWAWO+ PKs
in the South Carolina Conference and served

as Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and
Chairperson of the Membership Committee for
the Palmetto Conference WMS. She also served
as First and Second Vice President of the Mt.
Pleasant District WMS. A torch lighter, she
became a Life Member of the WMS in 2011 and
was a recipient of the 50-Year Medallion for
MSWAWO+ PKs. At Ebenezer AME Church, she
served faithfully in the WMS and the Senior
Ministry.

Mrs. Thomas was civically engaged as a member of the Women of the
Democratic Party in Aiken, South Carolina, and the NAACP. She was
known for her generous spirit, love of fellowship, and commitment to
nurturing meaningful relationships. She remained spiritually connected
by attending worship services, missionary meetings, and Sunday School
through livestream, Facebook, and Zoom on her iPad. She often asked,
“Is that service or meeting online?” Her hobbies included coloring and
gifting her completed artwork to others, enthusiastically cheering on
the University of South Carolina Gamecock women’s basketball team,
and staying connected with family and friends through her cell phone.

Mrs. Thomas leaves to cherish her
memory her devoted daughter and
caregiver, Rev. Floria T. Washington,
and son-in-law, Rev. Dr. Howard T.
Washington (whom she
affectionately called “my son”), of
Columbus, Ohio; her son, George A.
Thomas II (Anthony), of Jacksonville,
Florida; her sister, Magnolia
Whettstone (nephew David), of

Washington, D.C.; grandchildren, Malcolm (Rev. Micah) Morgan and
Kamilah (Rev. Ian) Morgan, both of Columbus, Ohio; three great-
grandchildren, Josiah, Levi, and Aria Grace Morgan, also of Columbus,
Ohio; special nieces, Wanda (Cleve) Anderson and Bernie White of
Columbia, South Carolina; and a host of nieces, nephews, adopted
children, mentees, former students, church members, and dear friends.


