
                

     Thelma Vivian Frame 
      
     Thelma was born March 25, 1923, at Faith, SD, to Chester and 

Kate (Spilman) Johnson.  She shared her childhood with three 

brothers and three sisters.  Thelma attended grade school at Mud 

Butte Rural School, graduating from Faith High School in 1940.  

She went on to Spearfish Teaching College for one year, and in 

1941 changed her last name to Frame, when she and Jim were 

united in marriage.  They first lived eighteen miles south of 

Dupree on the old Frame place along Rattlesnake Creek before moving into town in 1945.  

Thelma taught at various country schools and at Dupree Grade School before beginning 

her federal postal career in 1950.  She worked in the Dupree Post Office for 31 years, 

retiring as postmaster in 1981.    

     Thelma had an enduring drive to serve her community and to learn about the world 

around her.  She had a profound love of books and was particularly interested in 

preserving Ziebach County history.  Thelma was active in a number of civic and 

community groups, including the Dupree Community Club, the Ziebach County Historical 

Society, and the Dupree School Alumni group.  Plays, hometown talent shows, and the 

Pioneer Days celebration were a few of the Dupree Community’s fun events that she was 

involved in.  One of her most satisfying endeavors was helping to compile what has come 

to be known as the “Blue History Book,” a history of Ziebach County that was published 

in 1982.  She also researched and compiled several books of Dupree-area historical 

newspaper articles and family history books.    

     Jim and Thelma retired and moved to Rapid City in 1994.  After 64 years of marriage, 

Jim died in 2005.  Thelma moved to Summerset Assisted Living in 2011 and to the Good 

Samaritan Center in New Underwood in 2015. She passed away there at the age of 92 on 

November 18, 2015. 

     Thelma was the proud and busy mother of three boys, Gerald Frame, Gary Frame, and 

Jimmy Frame, all of whom survive her.  She is also survived by six grandchildren: Phillip 

Frame, Tracey Zephier, Shelby Frame, Amy Frame, Marina Camp, and Trygve Frame; 

four great grandchildren:  Cody Frame, Coy Fischer, Cameron Zephier, and Kieran Duffy; 

and two great-great grandchildren:  Cruz Frame and Brinkley Frame.   She is also survived 

by her sister, Beverly (Dan) Lindblom; brother-in-law, Maurice 

(Jane) Frame; sister-in-law, Vivian Frame, and many nieces 

and nephews. 

     Thelma was preceded in death by her parents, Chester and 

Kate Johnson; her husband, Jim Frame; brothers Russell, 

Daniel, and Kenneth; sisters, Gertrude Trask and Ethel 

Lammers; and daughter-in-law, Phyllis Frame. 

     A memorial has been established to the Dupree Pioneer 

Hall. 

     Condolences may be made to the family at 

www.kinkadefunerals.com.
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In Loving Memory Of 
 

Thelma Vivian Frame 
 

Born 

March 25, 1923 

Faith, South Dakota 

 

Died 

November 18, 2015 

New Underwood, South Dakota 

 

Funeral Service 

Monday, November 23, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 

Pioneer Hall, Dupree, South Dakota 

 

Officiant 

Pastor Virginia Jones Newton 

 

Musical Selections 

"What A Friend We Have in Jesus"  

"Jesus Lover of My Soul" 

 

Pallbearers 

Velma Schauer  ~  Eunice Moudy ~ Virginia Till 

Sue Starr  ~  Dondra Menzel  ~  Faye Longbrake 

 

Honorary Pallbearers 

All family & friends 

 

Interment 

Dupree City Cemetery 

Dupree, South Dakota 

 

 
The family invites you to join them for fellowship and lunch following the 

 committal service.  We thank you for your presence and condolences.  

 

Lord, make me an instrument 

of Your peace. 

Where there is hatred, 

Let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is doubt, faith. 

Where there is despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, light. 

And where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I 

May not so much seek to be 

consoled, as to console; 

To be understood,  

As to understand; 

To be loved, as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive 

It is in pardoning, that we 

Are pardoned; 

And it is in dying, that we are 

Born to Eternal Life. 

 

 

 


