Anna "Jean" McKee

Jean was born December 31, 1926 to Vere and Maymie Hutchens on the family farm near Wood, SD.
Her grandmother, Anna Laytteyer Shepard Noggles, helped deliver her. She joined her brother, James,
and later would be followed by three sisters, Ruby, Anita, and Betty. She lived on the farm with her family
until her father's death. When her brother took over the farm, she moved with her mother and sisters to
Wood.

Jean graduated from Wood High School in 1944, and that summer her dad drove her to Spearfish to
attend a six-week teaching course. She later returned to Black Hills State to continue her education and
received her Bachelor’s degree in 1973. Jean taught school for over 40 years. She taught in rural schools
and ended her career with the Meade County School District. During her teaching career, she taught many
of her nieces and nephews, and later her daughter, Joyce. Jean's family was recognized by Black Hills
State as the Legacy Family in 2016, and awarded the Anna Jean Hutchens McKee Legacy Family. Over 40
members of the family attended or graduated from Black Hills State, and Jean was very proud of this
accomplishment.

Jean married Robert McKee “Bob” on September 30, 1947, in York, NE, and the two remained
happily married until Bob died in January 1982. To this union were born two sons, Robert and Kenneth,
and two daughters, Connie and Joyce. The couple moved from Wood to Igloo, SD, where Bob worked at
the Army Depot and Jean interrupted her teaching career to be a full-time mother to her children. This
was Jean's first home that had running water and inside plumbing. The couple stayed close to their families
by making weekend trips back to White River and Wood, SD. The family moved from Igloo to Edgemont
to buy their first house. When the Army base closed, they relocated to Jordan, MT for one year and then
settled in Sturgis, SD.

Jean loved her family and was a wonderful mother. She loved celebrating holidays, birthdays, and
anniversaries with her family. Christmas was a special holiday for her as she made sure that every family
member who lived close by received a Christmas present. The Christmas tree was overflowing with
presents, including a Santa present for each of her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
Christmas Eve was a time for the entire family to gather and enjoy all of her homemade cookies, candy,
and fruit cake.

When Jean married into the McKee family, she immediately became part of a very large family and she
extremely enjoyed being part of that family. She always found time to visit her brother and sisters and also
all of Bob's side. Jean was the last surviving member of her generation in the McKee family. Jean always
looked forward to the annual McKee family reunion. She will be greatly missed at these annual family
gatherings.

Jean devoted herself to her family. Jean found great joy in attending every activity that her children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren participated in. Jean loved to travel, was an accomplished painter
- with every family member having at least one of her paintings hanging in their homes - and Jean greatly
enjoyed her trips to the casinos. Jean was a member of the Black Hills Art Association, Eastern Star, and
Black Hills Retired Teachers Association.

Anna Jean (Hutchens) McKee passed away on Sunday, August 30, 2020 at the hospice in Sturgis, SD,
surrounded by her loving family members. Although her first name was Anna, she preferred Jean and was
always called Jean by her family and friends.

She leaves behind, to treasure her memory, her sons, Bill (Cherie) McKee and Ken McKee; her
daughters, Connie (Steve) Sulzbach and Joyce (Dick) Schieffer; her sisters, Anita (Dale) Becker and Betty
Glaser; her brother-in-law, Bill Oakley; grandchildren, Jason, Bob, Mandy, Katy, Bryan, Angie, Dawn,
Anna, Beth, Chrissy, and Kelly; and great-grandchildren, Jackson, Danae, Ethan, Lexi, Landon, Lainey,
Jasper, Oscar, Madelyn, Lillian, James, Brooklyn, Emma, and Olivia.

Jean was preceded in death by her father and mother; her husband, Bob McKee; her brother, James
Hutchens; sister-in-law, Maxine Hutchens; her sister, Ruby Oakley; and daughter-in-law, Geraldene
McKee.

Memorial services will be announced at a later date.

The family requests any donations be made on Jean’s behalf to the Black Hills Art Association, Sturgis
Hospice, or Meals on Wheels.

Condolence may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com.

Anna "Jean" McKee

December 31, 1926 ~ August 30, 2020




Mom -

We are going to miss you so much. You were always there for us during the fun times,
sickness, and when we were having our problems. You were our rock. Now that God has
called you home, we know you will again be with your family and Dad. You will always
be in our hearts and we can have comfort knowing you are still with us. Each of us have
stories to tell and memories to fall back on. Your love was endless and you expected
much from all of us but quickly forgave us when we fell short. We had to share you with
all of our relatives, your fiiends, and others but you had enough love for everyone. You
also could stretch a dollar so there was enough for all to have and share. While we were
not rich in dollars, we were rich in family and love.
Mom as we raise the next generations, we can always look back and draw fiom your
strength and wisdom to guide them and make sure we share stories so they can know
their Grandmother and Great Grandmother.
You won’t be with us this Holiday season but we will continue all of our traditions that
made us the McKee family and will try and do as you taught us that all family is family
and we must stay together and love each other. Look beyond our faults and always
remember we are family.

Bill, Ken, Connie and Joyce
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Anna "Jean" McKee

Date of Birth
December 31, 1926
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Date of Death
August 30, 2020
Sturgis, South Dakota

Visitation
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Thursday, September 3, 2020
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Dick Schieffer ~ Matt Gardner ~ Cody Severson
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Final Resting Place
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